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This book discusses the reasons
why unperceptive people who lack faith
misinterpret the Qur’an, studies various examples
of their illogical comments and objections to the
Qur’anic verses and responds to them. Furthermore, the
mindlessness, prejudice and deficient logic of some people,
who are accepted by the public as reputable scientists or
respectable intellectuals, are also revealed by using their own
objections to the Qur'anic verses.

\Xe should not forget there is no limit to the confusions and
inconsistencies an unwise person with limited capacity can
fabricate about the Qur'an and Islam. This is because the Qur'an
possesses a style that can only be grasped with reason and
understood with sincerity. For this reason, there is no need to be
surprised by the absurdity of the interpretations and objections an
unwise person may make.

The Qur'an states that those who do not believe have no reason or
understanding. If we were to view the unwise interpretations of
nonbelievers from a Qur'anic perspective, we would no longer be
surprised, but consider them as a warning and a sign.
Furthermore, true believers have neither the time nor the need to

respond to each and every fabrication.

The true believer is responsible for conveying the Quran’s facts
and miracles to others. Falsehood is bound to vanish when the
truth comes. In the Qur'an, it is said:

Rather We hurl the truth against falsehood and it cuts right
through it and it vanishes clean away! Woe without end for
you for what you portray! (Surat al-Anbiya: 18)
Falsehood is always doomed to disappear:

Say: Truth has come and falsehood has vanished.
Falsehood is always bound to vanish.” We send down in
the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to
the believers, but it only increases the
wrongdoers in loss. (Surat al-Isra’: 81-82)
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r To The Reader -I

The reason why a special chapter is assigned to the collapse of the theory of
evolution is that this theory constitutes the basis of all anti-spiritual
philosophies. Since Darwinism rejects the fact of creation, and therefore the
existence of God, during the last 140 years it has caused many people to
abandon their faith or fall into doubt. Therefore, showing that this theory is a
deception is a very important duty, which is strongly related to the religion. It
is imperative that this important service be rendered to everyone. Some of our
readers may find the chance to read only one of our books. Therefore, we think
it appropriate to spare a chapter for a summary of this subject.

In all the books by the author, faith-related issues are explained in the light of
the Qur'anic verses and people are invited to learn God's words and to live by
them. All the subjects that concern God's verses are explained in such a way
as to leave no room for doubt or question marks in the reader's mind. The
sincere, plain and fluent style employed ensures that everyone of every age
and from every social group can easily understand the books. This effective
and lucid narrative makes it possible to read them in a single sitting. Even
those who rigorously reject spirituality are influenced by the facts recounted
in these books and cannot refute the truthfulness of their contents.

This book and all the other works of the author can be read individually or
discussed in a group at a time of conversation. Those readers who are willing
to profit from the books will find discussion very useful in the sense that they

will be able to relate their own reflections and experiences to one another.

In addition, it will be a great service to the religion to contribute to the
presentation and reading of these books, which are written solely for the good
pleasure of God. All the books of the author are extremely convincing. For this

reason, for those who want to communicate the religion to other people, one
of the most effective methods is to encourage them to read these books.

It is hoped that the reader will take time to look through the review of other
books on the final pages of the book, and appreciate the rich source of material
on faith-related issues, which are very useful
and a pleasure to read.

In these books, you will not find, as in some other books, the personal views
of the author, explanations based on dubious sources, styles that are
unobservant of the respect and reverence due to sacred subjects, nor hopeless,
doubt-creating, and pessimistic accounts that create deviations in the heart.
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We have made things clear in this Qur'an so that
they might pay heed, but it only makes them run

away the more! (Surat al-Isra’: 41)
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About The Author
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ideologies and to have the "last word", so as to completely silence the objections raised
against religion. The seal of the Prophet, who attained ultimate wisdom and moral
perfection, is used as a sign of his intention of saying this last word.

All these works by the author centre around one goal: to convey the message of the
Qur'an to people, thus encouraging them to think about basic faith-related issues, such as
the existence of God, His unity and the hereafter, and to display the decrepit foundations
and perverted works of godless systems.

Harun Yahya enjoys a wide readership in many countries, from India to America,
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books a distinct touch which directly strikes any one who reads or examines them.
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emphasize the author's literary power rather than the noble goal of saving people from
loss of faith, to have such a great effect. Those who doubt this can readily see that the sole
aim of Harun Yahya's books is to overcome disbelief and to disseminate the moral values
of the Qur'an. The success, impact and sincerity this service has attained are manifest in
the reader's conviction.



One point needs to be kept in mind: The main reason for the continuing cruelty and
conflict, and all the ordeals Muslims undergo is the ideological prevalence of disbelief.
These things can only come to an end with the ideological defeat of disbelief and by
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INTRODUCTION
=3¢ Wz

God, the Lord of all the Worlds, the One with infinite
knowledge and power, has sent the Qur'an as a source of mercy
to all of mankind. He has bestowed his benevolence on people by
sending them this book. Those who respond to this gift from God
with sincerity and gratitude will reap the benefits; they will be able
to understand the Qur'an, follow it, believe in it, and so receive His
mercy. They will be well rewarded in this world and in the
Hereafter. Conversely, those who approach the Qur'an with
insincerity and animosity will suffer the consequences of their
actions. They will never comprehend the Qur'an nor benefit from
its wisdom, and will suffer losses both in this world and in the
Hereafter. And try as they may, they can do no harm to the Qur'an
or to Islam.

The Qur'an has been sent as a book that can be easily
understood by everyone. God says in one of His verses
"Mankind! Admonition has come to you from your Lord
and also healing for what is in the breasts and guidance
and mercy for the believers." (Surah Yunus: 57). As illustrated

in this verse, those who believe in God and obey their consciences
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Introduction

can benefit from the Qur'an and easily understand and follow its
commands.

However those people who heed their baser selves, do not
fully accept the power of God, and have doubts about the
Hereafter, will use their twisted logic to misinterpret the Qur'anic
verses. God informs us of the nature of such people who do not

seek guidance from the Qur'an in the following verse:

We have made things clear in this Qur'an so that they
might pay heed, but it only makes them run away the
more! (Surat al-Isra’: 41)

What we have said so far makes it clear that only those who
are sincere in their faith will understand the Qur'an correctly. The
Qur'an was revealed as a clear book from God that those of His
servants who believe and who use their reason can easily
understand and seek guidance from.

As faith increases, so do wisdom, sincerity, and fear of God at
the same rate. As a result, the finer points and mysteries of the
Qur'an can be understood much better.

When a person who is not a believer still reads the Qur'an
sincerely and without ulterior motives, he readily recognizes that
it is a holy book and thus become a believer. As God's verses are
clear, they can be acted upon immediately. After an individual
becomes a believer, the depth of his faith, prayer and the level of
his knowledge will be the factors that will grant him access to the
intricacies and mysteries of the Qur'an.

On the other hand, those without faith or fear of God cannot
comprehend the Qur'an correctly. In fact, they misinterpret even
the most obvious matters which they claim to know. Explicit
expressions appear contradictory to them. No matter how clever,

knowledgeable, cultured or well-informed about the Qur'an these
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HOW DO THE UNWISE INTERPRET THE QUR'AN?

people may be, they are incapable of comprehending its contents
due to their lack of faith in God.

When one studies the allegations made by people who oppose
the Qur'an, the misunderstandings and gaps of logic they are based
on are obvious. Self-seeking people claim to see the verses, which
are so clear as contradictory and confusing. The Qur'an mentions
the confusion that those who deny it display in the face of the
examples in various parts of the Qur'an as they ask, "What does
God mean by this example?" Indeed, just as the Qur'an has
informed us, in every era deniers have admitted, directly or
otherwise, how they have not been able to understand these
examples. This is a miracle of the Qur'an; a verse that is very easy
for a believer to understand becomes equally perplexing for a non-
believer. This shows us that understanding the Qur'an depends on
the sincerity of one's intentions, and that it is God who decides
whether or not a person should receive this understanding. This is

clarified in a verse in these words:

Who could do greater wrong than someone who is
reminded of the Signs of his Lord and then turns away
from them, forgetting all that he has done before?
We have placed covers on their hearts, preventing
them from understanding it, and heaviness in their
ears. Though you call them to guidance, they will
nonetheless never be guided. (Surat al-Kahf: 57)

A sincere, conscientious believer can understand and apply the
basic spiritual subjects and commandments in the Qur'an with
ease. However, a non-believer who is insincere and prejudiced,
even if he has a knowledge of Arabic along with immense technical
knowledge and is considered an expert in his field, will be unable

to comprehend the Qur'an correctly since he follows his baser
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self. That is why he lacks the ability to reason. Since he cannot
reason, he will be unable to any more than make twisted and
mindless assumptions in interpreting Qur'anic verses.

This book discusses the reasons why such unperceptive people
misinterpret the Qur'an, studies various examples of their illogical
comments and objections to the Qur'anic verses and responds to
them. Furthermore, the mindlessness, prejudice and deficient logic
of some people, who are accepted by the public as reputable
scientists or respectable intellectuals, are also revealed by using

their own objections to the Qur'anic verses.
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REASONS FOR
MISINTERPRETING
THE QUR'AN

3

Prejudice, Ulterior Motives and Lack of Sincerity

It is impossible to understand the Qur'an if one approaches it
with ulterior motives and prejudice. This is a law of God. No matter
how clever and cultured a person may be, if he views the Qur'an
with an insincere and concealed intent, he will not be able
understand or interpret it correctly, and will reach many false
conclusions. That is why, according to the Qur'an, an "obscuring
veil" will form between someone with a prejudiced and calculating

approach and the Qur'an. This fact is mentioned in a Qur'anic verse:

When you recite the Qur'an, We place an obscuring
veil between you and those who do not believe in the
hereafter. We have placed covers on their hearts,
preventing them from understanding it, and
heaviness in their ears. When you mention your Lord
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alone in the Qur'an, they turn their backs and run
away. (Surat al-Isra’: 45-46)

The Qur'an is an invitation to the right path for the whole of
mankind, but God directly addresses only those who believe in
Him. This is why the Qur'an has been revealed as a book that is
only understood properly by believers. The most important
qualities of believers, that allow them to understand the Qur'an,
are their good consciences and sincerity. It is only natural for
people who are distant from religion and whose spiritual state and
character are far from those of a believer, to misunderstand the
Qur'an.

The Qur'an is written in a very clear, simple and
understandable language but, as we have already stated, it is a book
that is only clear to those believers with a pure conscience. If
anyone who has not been introduced to Islam yet, in other words
who is still a non-believer, approaches the Qur'an wholeheartedly,
sincerely and without prejudice, which are the traits of a believer,
he will be able to realize by the use of his conscience that it is the
word of God. Everyone of good conscience would accept that the
Qur'an, whether from the magnificence of its style, its perfection
and clarity or from its superior scientific contents and wisdom,
does not represent the words of a man but is instead a holy book.
If such a conscientious person expresses faith and tries to
comprehend the Qur'an, then its wisdom will become apparent to
him. God's messenger, the Prophet Muhammad, also referred to
this in a hadith:

Abdur Rahman bin Abi Bakra's father narrated that the
Prophet (saas) said: "If God wants to do good to a person, he
makes him comprehend the religion and of course knowledge
is attained by learning." (Bukhari 1/67)
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The Qur'an will guide someone with a humble heart to
salvation, while it will misguide those who harbour ulterior motives
and are hostile to it. No one who uses misguided information,
interpretations, lies and prejudices taken from others, together
with his own principles, world-view and philosophy of life, as
yardsticks can either understand the Qur'an nor benefit from it. In
fact, just the opposite applies; the Qur'an will simply increase such
a person's perversion and confusion. As he is unable to understand
the Qur'an, he will raise foolish and illogical objections and twisted,
nonsensical interpretations. As stated in the verse, "... it (the
Qur'an) only increases the wrongdoers in loss™ (Surat Al
Isra": 82) he will be distant from the Qur'an and faith.

We will compare the foolish comments made by these
imprudent people about some of the Qur'anic verses with their

correct meanings and interpretations in the next chapters.

Confusing Intricate (Mutashabih) Verses With
Perspicuous (Muhkam) Ones

The Qur'anic commandments have been explained in a clear
and simple manner so believers can easily abide by them. These are
called the "perspicuous” (muhkam) verses. These verses, according
to the Qur'an, are the "Core of the Book" and so make up its
foundation. There is another type of Qur'anic verses that are
referred to as "intricate” (mutashabih) verses. These types of
verses contain various comparisons and similes. People with no
Qur'anic knowledge but ulterior motives can misinterpret the
"intricate verses" in many twisted and startling ways. This is

explained in the Qur'an as follows:

It is He who sent down the Book to you from Him:
verses containing clear judgements — they are the
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core of the Book — and others which are open to
interpretation. Those with deviation in their hearts
follow what is open to interpretation in it, desiring
conflict, seeking its inner meaning. No one knows its
inner meaning but God. Those firmly rooted in
knowledge say, "We have faith in it. All of it is from
our Lord.' But only people of intelligence pay heed.
(Surat Al 'Imran: 7)

God alone knows the meanings of "intricate verses." No
interpretations outside these meanings reflect the truth about
these verses. Throughout history there have been perverted
people, sects and movements that have interpreted the "intricate"
Qur'anic verses in order to serve their own twisted aims and
expectations. It is stated in this verse that this is sedition and that
only people with misguided hearts, and more specifically those who
have deviated from the right path, would resort to such methods.

The fact that only God knows the true meanings of these
intricate verses is also made clear in the verse. God can reveal the
information necessary for the interpretation of these verses to
whomever He pleases. However, believers accept all of these
intricate verses, the knowledge of which has not been revealed to
them. They would never stoop to making perverted
interpretations like those who wish to see conflict and whose

hearts are twisted.

Lack of Expertise in Qur'anic Interpretation Techniques

The Qur'an is a miraculous Book that contains all of the
essential information mankind needs. This is due to the endless
divine wisdom present in it. A finite number of verses contain

infinite knowledge that has been placed in them with superior
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wisdom. The verses contain meanings that may be apparent,
hidden, inter-woven or overlapping. They also produce countless
other meanings when they interact with other verses. There are
times when a single verse can take a whole book to explain. That
is why, in order to be able to interpret the Qur'an correctly and
take in all of its contents, one must be capable of grasping it in its
entirety and must also be skilled in all the required interpretation
techniques.

One significant technique consists of analyzing a verse
according to its context in the Qur'an. The meaning of a Qur'anic
verse can often be explained according to the theme around it.
The way a verse begins and those verses which follow it help to
clarify its meaning. This topic is referred to in Islamic literature as
the verse's "Sibaq u Siyaq" or "the whole context of a word". This
is the reason why many of the verses can be misinterpreted if they
are taken out and translated only in terms of the words they
consist of and without any regard to their entire context.

Such misinterpretation of the Qur'anic verses throughout
history, whether due to ignorance or perverted intent, has
resulted in misunderstanding of the Qur'an, and certain groups
with ulterior motives have even slandered it.

Another important method is to interpret the words that
make up the verses by taking their context in that particular verse
into consideration. Much Qur'anic vocabulary has specially
intended meanings. The meaning of one Qur'anic word often
derives from the way it is used in another part of the Qur'an. Time
and again a word can have more than one meaning. So the meaning
of such a word is to be deduced from the manner in which it is
used in a different section of the Qur'an. Just looking the word up

in a dictionary and applying the first meaning we come across can
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result in an extremely inaccurate interpretation; and sometimes,
the interpretation that results can even be the opposite of the true
meaning. One can see from this that the Qur'an is self-explanatory.
The explanation of one verse can sometimes be hidden in the
meaning of another verse or verses.

Another important rule in the interpretation of the Qur'an is
to fully grasp its essence. In order to do that, one has to see it as
a whole. Furthermore, it should be explained in the light of the
many verses which reflect the infinite mercy, compassion and
justice of God.

Since the Qur'an is a divine book it is quite unlike any other
book and should never be compared to them. The Qur'an has a
unique style. One has to grasp the overall style along with its
underlying essence to do justice to the explanations, particularly
when reading the "intricate" verses. It is important to adopt a
wider perspective and cover the intensely spiritual aspects of the
Qur'an to be able to properly understand the various facts
revealed by God.

Insufficient Knowledge of Arabic

God states that He has sent the Qur'an as a book written in
Arabic. Obviously, translations into other languages are sufficient
when one only needs to understand very basic concepts, such as
learning about God, the main principles of faith and their essential
applications, as well as seeking guidance and meditating on it.
Nonetheless, none of these translations can, in any way, match the
original language of the Qur'an. Even in a direct, word for word
translation, a lot of vocabulary as well as meanings will be missed
since it is quite impossible to grammatically adapt many Arabic

words in their correct sentence form to any other language.
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Therefore, so-called "translations of the Qur'an" do no more than
give an overall feel of its contents and never actually reflect the
exact meanings of the verses.

Therefore unless the Qur'an is studied in its original language,
Arabic, one's ability to comprehend its intricacies will be severely
limited. Trying to explain Qur'anic verses from translations in
other languages may not always be accurate, and in fact, could even
distort its meanings and intention. Relying on single or equivalent
meanings of the words used in translations, without knowing their
original and various other meanings in Arabic, could result in
misunderstanding the whole verse. Even worse, an interpretation
entirely at odds with the original meanings could result.

As we mentioned earlier, it is technically impossible to
translate the Qur'an into another language on a word for word
basis. Nonetheless, explanations and interpretations of the
Qur'anic verses can, of course, be made in other languages, and it
may indeed be possible to understand the Qur'an and learn about
its verses from them.

Arabic is one of the deepest-rooted and richest languages in
the world. It is powerfully expressive and has an extensive
vocabulary. However, to claim that because of the language it is
written in, the Qur'an has only been sent to Arabs and that they
are therefore the chosen people, would be an assumption at odds
with the ideals of the Qur'an. It is a well-known fact the Qur'an
emphasizes that the only criteria that constitute superiority are
fear of God (tagqwa) and a person's closeness to God, and that no
criteria other than these apply. Furthermore, it is stated in Surah
Sad verse 87 that the Qur'an is "a reminder for all peoples.”
People whose aims are to influence the ignorant and try to destroy

Islam make claims such that Islam is a religion only for Arabs. It is
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sufficient to read the Qur'an itself to realize just how baseless and

deliberate such ideas are.

The Absence of God-Given Wisdom and Understanding

It is stated in the verses of the Qur'an that one has to have the
wisdom, understanding and comprehension provided by God in
order to discover its correct meanings. God's messenger, the

Prophet Muhammad, also mentioned this in a hadith:

Abdullah bin Umar narrated that God's Messenger (saas) said,
"Do not wish to be like anybody except in two cases: The
case of a man whom God has given wealth and he spends it
in the right way; and that of a man whom God has given
religious wisdom (i.e., Qur'an and Sunnah) and he gives his
verdicts according to it, and teaches it to others." (Bukhari
9/419 and 6/543)

The essentials necessary to interpret the Qur'an are a total
acknowledgement of the Qur'an, knowing the various methods of
interpretation, and having extensive Arabic skills. Nonetheless,
even if one possesses all these one still cannot benefit from the
Qur'an unless one has God's gift of understanding. This is why it is
not sufficient to possess only the necessary technical knowledge to
correctly interpret the Qur'an. History is full of examples of people
who, with all their supposed technical abilities, have fallen into the
error of explaining the Qur'an with a twisted approach. The
founders of many perverse religious movements and sects seem
proficient in their fields, but are in fact devoid of the knowledge and
comprehension bestowed by God. These people have distanced
themselves and their ignorant and mindless followers from the true
practice of Islam.

Moreover, the idolaters (mushrikun) of Mecca during the
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Prophet Mohammad's time, who read, but did not understand and
therefore rejected the Qur'an, are clear examples that simply
knowing Arabic is not enough to comprehend the Qur'an.

The first rule in receiving the ability of understanding from
God is to fear Him and be sincere. It would not be possible to
receive such comprehension while indulging solely in the pleasures
of this world. If one's approach toward the Qur'an were made in
a judgmental spirit, with a purpose and perspective that would
displease God, then this would in turn lead to faulty understanding
and interpretation. Someone who indulges in his own desires will
not have the right state of mind to conquer the true spirit of the
Qur'an and explore its finer points, mysteries and depths.
Someone who follows his own desires will lack the ability to
reason, and so will only be able to interpret the verses from a very
superficial point of view. Moreover, he will fail to see the divine
miracles of the Qur'an.

Besides, a person who follows his baser self will be inclined to
interpret the Qur'an according to his own whims and convenience,
so it will not be possible for him to find the true meanings of the
verses as they are intended by God. It is stated in one of the verses
of the Qur'an how a self-absorbed person is incapable of true

understanding:

Have you seen him who has taken his whims and
desires to be his god? Will you then be his guardian?
Do you suppose that most of them hear or
understand? They are just like cattle. Indeed they are

even more astray! (Surat al-Furqan: 43-44)

People like that find it quite difficult to contemplate the
Qur'an. They might even be incapable of understanding subjects

that others consider to be perfectly elementary. They cannot
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establish the necessary connections between verses, or between
verses and events. As a result, they will declare that those verses
they are unable to understand are contradictory. Their minds are

so closed that in one verse they are described as less than cattle.

Lack of Thinking

It says in the Qur'an that, in order to make a sound
interpretation of its contents, one has to think about and
contemplate it thoroughly. If the Qur'an is viewed superficially and
read as if it were just another ordinary book, then the true
benefits of this endless source of wisdom will not surface. In the
Qur'an, God constantly invites man to use his reason and to think.
Thinking, using one's reason, and making an effort to try and grasp
the meanings, finer points, mysteries and miracles of the Qur'an
are essential if one is to truly appreciate it. The Qur'an reveals to
everyone information about himself, the purpose behind his
creation, the true nature of this world, the reasons for what goes
on around him, along with many other subjects concerning him
and his surroundings. Accordingly, one should try to establish a
connection between the verses and himself, his surroundings and
the events he experiences, and strive to understand the Qur'an by
thinking deeply on all of these. It is stated in the Qur'an that it was
revealed to those who reflect:

This is the path of your Lord - straight. We have

made the Signs clear for people who remember.

(Surat al-An'am: 126)

...In this way We make Our Signs clear for people

who reflect. (Surah Yunus: 24)

Since the verses have been revealed only for those who reflect,
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it is clear that those who do not do so will not comprehend the
meanings of any of the verses in the Qur'an.

It is a fact that a person's life is filled with numerous lessons he
learns from the events he experiences within himself and in his
surroundings. The Qur'an is a guide that shows people how to
interpret the lessons in their lives and how they should react once
they have understood them. Therefore, the Qur'an is a guiding light
that structures a person's daily life and explains each moment of his
existence. One can only come to the true meaning of the Qur'an if
one reads it with the proper contemplation that God, the Possessor
of infinite knowledge and wisdom, deserves. It has already been
stated in a Qur'anic verse that the Qur'an is a book that one should
contemplate seriously and use as a source of guidance "It is a
Book We have sent down to you, full of blessing, so let men
of understanding ponder its Signs and take heed." (Surah
Sad: 29). Yet again, in another verse, the importance of genuinely

thinking about the Qur'an has been emphasized:

Do they not ponder these words (of God)? Has
anything come to them that did not come to their
ancestors the previous peoples? (Surat al-Mu'minun:
68)

The Qur'an is the source of limitless and superior knowledge
because it has been revealed by God, the Lord of all the Worlds.
The Qur'an covers countless topics, from the attributes of God to
the wonders of creation, from the intricacies of the human soul to
the facts and mysteries of the universe and the Hereafter, and so
on. So the appreciation of such vast amounts of information
encased in such a pure and essential language can only be possible
with a combination of deep thought, awareness, attention to detail,

a sincere heart and a strong conscience.
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Arrogance and Superiority

Arrogance will prevent anyone from understanding the
Qur'an. Since an arrogant person considers himself to be superior,
he will not possess the necessary humility and awareness needed
to approach the Qur'an properly. He will be unable to bear to see
the verses that remind a servant his weaknesses and the fact that
God is the One Who has given him everything he has ever owned
and all of his attributes. He cannot bring himself to receive the
warnings, follow the given commandments, distance himself from
what is forbidden or surrender to the wisdom of God. His pride
and assumed superiority prevent him from doing so. That is the
reason why he will see the Qur'an as a threat to his character,
which is based on arrogance. He will fight with all his might to seek
ways to contradict the Qur'an. In so doing he will argue about the
verses. It has been stated in the Qur'an that those with pride

cannot comprehend its verses:

I will divert from My Signs all those who are arrogant
in the earth without any right. If they see every Sign,
they will not believe in it. If they see the way of right
guidance, they will not take it as a way. But if they see
the way of error, they will take that as a way. That is
because they denied Our Signs and paid no attention
to them. (Surat al-A'raf: 146)

Who could do greater wrong than someone who is
reminded of the Signs of his Lord and then turns away
from them, forgetting all that he has done before?
We have placed covers on their hearts, preventing
them from understanding it, and heaviness in their
ears. Though you call them to guidance, they will
nonetheless never be guided. (Surat al-Kahf: 57)
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Arrogance is a tool for viewing one's own intelligence, culture
and knowledge as superior. So the accomplishments of an arrogant
person, such as his academic career, culture and expertise, will
actually serve to distance him from the Qur'an. The unwise claims
made by seeming experts or intellectuals regarding the Qur'an are
proof of the fact that pride prevents anyone from truly
acknowledging the Qur'an. This sort of people are described in

many verses:

Certainly those who argue about the Signs of God
without any authority having come to them have
nothing in their breasts except for pride which they
will never be able to vindicate. Therefore seek refuge
with God. He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.
(Surat al-Mu'min: 56)
Who hears the Signs of God recited to him and then
persists in his arrogance just as if he had never heard
them. Give him the news of a painful punishment.
(Surat al-Jathiyah: 8)
So we can conclude that in order to understand the Qur'an,
one has to have the attributes of modesty, humility and obedience,
and show total submission to God with the awareness that one is

nothing before His greatness.

Trying to Interpret the Qur'an with Old Traditions

One of the greatest mistakes made when trying to interpret
the Qur'an is making use of hearsay and superstitions from one's
forefathers and of old traditions which are claimed to be the
words of religion. People who do that follow an inherited

traditional religion rather than the Qur'an, and at the same time
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try to adapt the Qur'an to that perverted religion. Their twisted
mentality has been described in the Qur'an:

When they are told, 'Follow what God has sent down
to you,' They say, "We are following what we found
our fathers doing.' What, even though their fathers
did not understand a thing and were not guided!
(Surat al-Baqgarah: 170)

This twisted view of religion, that is widespread among the
uneducated, puts forward a model of belief that is completely
different from and contradictory to the Islamic one. This model,
which is presented under the name of Islam, in fact has no relation
whatsoever with the true religion, ethics and lifestyle that are
described in the Qur'an. This distorted model is based on traditions
and old-fashioned superstitions and not on the Qur'an. The
followers of this warped practice try to adapt the Qur'an and its
verses to fit their traditions and superstitions. It is obviously
impossible to explain the Qur'an with such nonsense. However, as
mentioned in the Qur'an, these fabrications that are manufactured
by "distorting the book with tongues" only serve to distance
one from the Qur'an.

Such people try to give the impression that they base what
they say on the Qur'an when trying to authenticate their ideas,
interpretations, judgments and applications that are, in truth, far
from anything the Qur'an actually represents. Yet, they cannot put
together any logical explanation for their unfounded claims. No
matter how hard they try, anyone with common sense can see
through their ridiculous explanations. Those who put such
superstitions forward are actually well aware of the fact that they
cannot make the Qur'an fit their twisted approach, so they

content themselves with just distancing people further from the
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true book. Reading the Qur'an with awareness and a strong
conscience would result in exposing the true face of such warped
beliefs. It would also lead to a loss of status of those who maintain
such beliefs, who have based their lifestyles and interests upon this
twisted religion and have used it to build their position and rank.
The Qur'an reports the situation of people who are far from
realizing the true meaning of the Qur'anic verses and yet try to turn

people away from the right path with uneducated explanations:

But there are some people who trade in distracting
tales to misguide people from God's Way knowing
nothing about it and to make a mockery of it. Such
people will have a humiliating punishment. When
Our Signs are recited to such a person, he turns away
arrogantly as if he had not heard, as if there was a
great weight in his ears. So give him news of a painful
punishment. (Surah Lugman: 6-7)

Evidently, those who have such warped intentions and
understanding, together with their ignorant, blind followers, will
have an equally distorted perspective on and approach to the
Qur'an. They will attempt to explain the verses, which are quite
straightforward to the true followers of Islam, in a perverse way. In
so doing they will strive to link their warped religion to the Qur'an.

Such wicked tendencies will lead these peoples' followers to
loss in this world and in the Hereafter. At the same time, they will
cause those without sufficient knowledge of religion to split away
from Islam, and prevent them from drawing close to God. These
people will spark off the utmost disruption and pose a threat to
religion by attracting more ignorant people like themselves to their
side. However, the right will always be victorious against the wrong

and as the Qur'an informs us "the falsehood is always bound to
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vanish". This is its destiny, and it cannot change it. The Qur'an is
present and clear. Anyone who holds on to it with the gracious
intent of finding the true path of God will, with His permission,
learn the actual religion, reach His salvation and be included in His

mercy.

There is no compulsion where the religion is
concerned. Right guidance has become clearly
distinct from error. Anyone who rejects false gods
and has faith in God has grasped the Firmest
Handhold, which will never give way. God is All-
Hearing, All-Knowing. God is the Protector of those
who have faith. He brings them out of the darkness
into the light. But those who are disbelievers have
false gods as protectors. They take them from the
light into the darkness. Those are the Companions of
the Fire remaining in it timelessly, for ever."(Surat al-
Baqarah: 256-257)

Inability to Understand the Scientific Qur'anic Verses

Many scientific facts are mentioned either directly or indirectly
in the Qur'an. Many topics, from the creation phases of the
universe, human beings and the formation of rain to the movement
of continents are mentioned as proof of the perfection and
superiority of God's creation. Nevertheless, obviously the Qur'an
is not a book of science. In the Qur'an, scientific information is
sometimes mentioned in a clear, lucid language, and at other times
it is explained by means of comparisons, indications or concealed
language. Being unable to realize the wisdom in such verses, some

prejudiced people, who do not possess the necessary basic
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knowledge of science and scientific progress, nor a subtle
comprehension, end up opposing the Qur'an.

Still, the people of the 21st century witnessed, through the use
of the latest technological observations, experiments and research,
the miraculous verification of various scientific facts pointed to in
the Qur'an. Furthermore, science was dominated by hearsay and
unproven theories until the last two centuries when all the while
the Qur'an, written some 1,400 years ago, was drawing attention
to scientific facts that have finally been proven today.

Numerous scientific topics, such as the Big Bang, the expansion
of the universe, the relativity of time, continental motion etc.,
were mentioned in the Qur'an when it was revealed nearly 1,400
years ago. (For a detailed analysis see Miracles of the Qur'an by
Harun Yahya.) The secret of these verses remained a mystery for
Muslims, who had been reading them for years. However, Muslims
expressed faith in all of these verses, which they knew to contain
many secrets and great wisdom, without understanding their true
meaning, just as they believe without any doubt that the Qur'an is
the "truth" (haq) revealed by God. Those who use their reason
and are capable of intense thought perceive each verse as a part of
the endless knowledge of God. It is true that there remain some
verses that have yet to be fully explained and whose mysteries
have still to be revealed. Such verses are a source of excitement
and enthusiasm for the true believer. This concealed knowledge
also makes them feel totally enclosed within the boundless wisdom
of God.

Those with ulterior motives commonly try to cast doubt on
those verses which have not yet been explained by the current
standards of science and technology. In the Qur'an it is said of

those people:
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Then when they arrive He (God) will say, 'Did you
deny My Signs even though you did not have proper
knowledge of them. What were you doing?' (Surat
an-Naml: 84)

People like that, who approach the Qur'an with prejudice, are
bound to view verses, which their limited intelligence and
knowledge fail to make immediately clear, as evidence of
inconsistency, as their real purpose is seeking contradictions in the
Qur'an. Just as there were verses which had remained a mystery
since the revelation of the Qur'an until it became possible to
explain them thanks to recent scientific developments, there may
be still more verses waiting to be clarified that will remain in the
shadows until future scientific discoveries. For instance, the Qur'an
gives indications of possible matter and scent transfer. Even though
these may appear to be impossible with today's technology, such
ideas have already made an appearance in science fiction. The
verses related to these ideas in the Qur'an are:

- A person of knowledge in the company of the Prophet
Solomon brings Queen Saba's throne from her palace, thousands

of miles away:

He (Solomon) said, 'Council! Who among you will
bring me her throne before they come to me in
submission?"

An ifreet of the jinn said, 'l will bring it to you before
you get up from your seat. | am strong and
trustworthy enough to do it.'

He who possessed knowledge of the Book said, 'l will
bring it to you before your glance returns to you.'
And when he (Solomon) saw it standing firmly in his

presence, he said, 'This is part of my Lord's favour to
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test me to see if | will give thanks or show ingratitude.
Whoever gives thanks only does so to his own gain.
Whoever is ungrateful, my Lord is Rich Beyond
Need, Generous.' (Surat an-Naml: 38-40)

- The Prophet Jacob senses the presence of his son, the

Prophet Joseph, from miles away:

And when the caravan went on its way, their father
said, 'l can smell Joseph's scent! You probably think |
have become senile.'(Surah Yusuf: 94)

It is only natural that some of the verses in the Qur'an, which
is valid till the Day of Judgment and contains information that is
applicable to all times, are not understandable when they are
interpreted only by using the currently available technological data,
which have still not reached the required level. However, as
further advances are made, the "overlapping" meanings in the

scientific Qur'anic verses are becoming clearer.

Trying to Interpret the Qur'an According to the Flawed
Values of the Established Order

There are those who live by modern-day as well as social
standards, who accept the rules applied by the majority as absolute
facts and use them to try and interpret the Qur'an. People like this
make up the majority of those who try to object to the Qur'an,
even though they are the least educated and cultured. It is possible
to come across such people in every profession and part of
society. They make up a majority, who do not think too deeply or
possess a certain world-view, and are obsessed only with worldly
pursuits and are only focused on their livelihood. Since they seek

simple pleasures, small calculations and profits, they perceive the
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Qur'an as a threat that would limit their so-called freedom, alter
their simple lifestyles or expectations, and the order to which they
are accustomed. Therefore, they try to oppose the Qur'an with
their primitive logic.

Members of this group make the same comments about the
Qur'an that they have heard from others, ideas originally not their
own. They usually make unreasonable and ignorant remarks about
the Qur'an using sentences that begin with such words as, "In the
21st century...", "In our day and age...", "In the space age....", "In
the West...." , and so on.

They propose that the lifestyle described in the Qur'an and
that of our own time are incompatible, and that the former is in
fact outdated. From that perspective they subsequently make false
claims concerning the Qur'an. For example, they claim that such
things as fasting and prayer interfere with the pace of the modern
lifestyle, that the Islamic ban on interest cannot be practiced under
current economic conditions and even that the prohibition of
adultery in this day and age is evidence of the impossibility of
applying the Qur'an to our daily lives.

They apply superficial logic and display great ignorance when
addressing the topics of the prayers, commands, and prohibitions
in the Qur'an. They introduce arguments about the wisdom in
some commands which they do not understand or the verses that
they cannot comprehend. Worse still, they defend their illogical
claims with great ferocity. This stems in part from the fact that
what they are defending with such eagerness is based on the ideas
of the majority, rather than on logic or reason.

They accept society's general lifestyle and world-view, which
they refer to as "the facts of life," as the absolute truth and seek

errors and discrepancies in the Qur'an by taking them as a point
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of reference. The notions they use as criteria have no actual
scientific or logical worth. The concepts that they assume to be
the absolute truth, "the facts of life" or the requirements of the
modern age, are in fact illusions with which they only deceive
themselves and provide psychological support for one another.
We are informed, in the Qur'an, of the twisted path of these
people, who gather all their strength from being part of the
majority and think that they are on the right path since they are in

harmony with everyone else:

If you obeyed most of those on earth, they would
misguide you from God's Way. They follow nothing but
conjecture. They are only guessing. (Surat al-An'am:
116)
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Wine-drinking in Heaven

One of the topics unwise people portray as a contradiction is
how wine is served in Heaven when it is forbidden in this world.

The verse that they use to make their claim reads:

An image of the Garden which is promised to those
who have fear for God: in it there are rivers of water
which will never spoil and rivers of milk whose taste
will never change and rivers of wine, delightful to all
who drink it, and rivers of honey of undiluted purity;
in it they will have fruit of every kind and forgiveness
from their Lord. Is that like those who will be in the
Fire timelessly, for ever, with boiling water to drink
which lacerates their bowels? (Surah Muhammad: 15)

As previously explained, this type of error of perception
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occurs when one is prejudiced, deliberately perverse, unable to
reason, and has not grasped the Qur'an as a whole. Now, let us
examine why such a thoughtless claim is illogical and baseless from
several angles:

First of all, we are able to see that there is a difference between
the drink served in Heaven and the one of this world from the

following verse:

With goblets, (shining) beakers, and cups (filled) out of

clear-flowing fountains: No after-ache will they receive

therefrom, nor will they suffer intoxication. (Surat al-

Wagi'ah: 18-19)

As can be seen, the drinks served in Heaven do not have any of
the negative effects and attributes that alcoholic drinks in this world
do. As mentioned in the verse, they do not cause headaches or
confuse the mind. This means that even though they give pleasure,
they do not in any way cause drunkenness or illness. So there is not
the least inconsistency in such a drink being offered in Heaven.

Alcoholic drinks in this world, on the other hand, have always
been portrayed in the Qur'an together with their many damaging and
harmful attributes. Some of the verses that describe the destructive

and negative nature of alcoholic drinks in this world are:

You who have faith! Wine and gambling, stone altars
and divining arrows are filth from the handiwork of
Satan. Avoid them completely so that hopefully you
will be successful. Satan wants to stir up enmity and
hatred between you by means of wine and gambling,
and to debar you from remembrance of God and from
prayer. Will you not then give them up? (Surat al-
Ma'idah: 90-91)

They will ask you about wine and gambling. Say,
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'There is great sin in both of them and also certain
benefits for mankind. But the sin in them is greater
than the benefit.' (Surat al-Baqarah: 219)

Obviously, it cannot be expected that characteristics of drinks
that are forbidden in this world could exist in Heavenly ones. As
God describes the Heavenly drinks, He emphasizes once more that

they do not contain the harmful attributes of those in this world:

.. a cup from a flowing spring passing round among
them, as white as driven snow, delicious to those who
drink, which has no headache in it and does not leave
them stupefied. (Surat as-Saffat: 45-47)

The logic of anyone who sees this topic as a contradiction when
God has made it all so clear must be seriously doubted. It is one of
the Qur'an's miracles that when a person approaches it with
ignorance and ulterior motives, he will be incapable of
understanding even the most obvious of topics. God describes the

case of such a person in one of His verses:

No self can have faith except with God's permission.
He places a blight on those who do not use their
intellect. (Surah Yunus: 100)

Secondly, in the Arabic text of the Qur'an the word "hamr",
which stands for the word wine and all alcoholic drinks as we know
them, is only mentioned in the above verse number |5 from Surah
Muhammad as a drink served in Heaven. In all the other verses of
the Qur'an the word "sharab" is used for heavenly drinks, and
means any type of drink in Arabic. In some English translations, the
word sharab is translated as wine, whereas in Arabic it originates
from the word "sherebe" and can be used to mean any non-

alcoholic drink as well. One of the Qur'anic verses in which this
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word is mentioned where it means any drink is:

Where they will recline, calling for plentiful fruit and
drink (sharab) ... (Surah Sad: 51)

They will wear green garments of fine silk and rich
brocade. They will be adorned with silver bracelets.
And their Lord will give them to drink of a pure
draught (sharab) to drink. (Surat al-Insan: 21)

Another Incorrect Interpretation on the Subject of Wine

It is stated in verse 67 of Surat an-Nahl "And from the fruit
of the date-palm and the grape-vine you derive both
intoxicants and wholesome provision."

Some people of limited understanding assume that this verse
praises wine and say that it is contradictory for a forbidden drink to
be praised. First of all, if you take a good look, you can see that there
is no such praise in the verse. The praise is rather of "the fruit of the
date-palm and the grape-vine" which provide people with wholesome
nourishment. The intoxicants mentioned in the first part of the verse
are what people distill from these components and cause
drunkenness, which have already been mentioned in many parts of
the Qur'an as harmful and wrong. If anyone manages to reach the
conclusion that this verse is praising or encouraging drunkenness,
then either that person has an ulterior motive or else he is simply
displaying an immense error in understanding and opinion.

This verse draws attention to one very significant fact; any food
given as sustenance by God, can, if so desired, be used in a positive
and beneficial way or can be abused to serve harmful ends. In the
same way, depending on the intent, a given blessing can be used for

good orill, and can be used for lawful (halal) or unlawful (haram) ends.
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Here, this basic fact of this world, which is a testing ground, is made
clear in the controversy over grapes and wine. The grape, a
sustenance filled with healthy, nurturing and delicious qualities can be
distilled into a truly harmful substance with permanent and negative
effects. The same principle is true of other offerings from God such
as property, money, beauty, intelligence, office, position, power and
dominion. It is possible to use these in a manner that will please God
or for harmful and destructive purposes to displease Him.

As seen, God can transform any offering, for various reasons,
into different creations. He can make this clear in a single verse
with the same superior Wisdom. Those who are able to reason will
see the logic in God's verses and understand them. Moreover, the
continuation of the verse "There is certainly a Sign in that for
people who reason."” (Surat an-Nahl: 67) sheds further light on
this subject.

In short, when the verse is read with consciousness and
attention, it can be seen that it is not contradictory at all. The
deniers' attempt to find contradiction in such obvious subjects

clearly shows their desperate situation in the face of the Qur'an.

The Claim that "Pork Produced Under the Strict
Hysgienic Surroundings of Today May Be Consumed"

Pork had many harmful qualities if consumed during the time of
the Qur'an, and indeed still does. First of all the pig, no matter how
hygienic the surroundings where it is raised, is still an animal that
consumes its own excrement. The metabolism of the pig produces
many antibodies in comparison to other animals, both because it
feeds on its own excrement and because of its biological make-up.
Moreover, its metabolism produces large amounts of growth

hormones compared to those of other animals and human beings.
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Naturally, these antibodies and growth hormones make their way
to the pig's muscles during circulation and accumulate there. In
addition, pork contains large amounts of cholesterol and lipids. As
a result, it has been scientifically proven that all these excessive
antibodies, hormones, cholesterol and lipids present in pork pose a
threat to human health.

Today in countries such as the U.S.A. and Germany, where pork
is popular, obesity has become a widespread problem. Anyone
whose diet includes pork will be exposed to large amounts of
growth hormone, and as a result he will initially put on excess
weight and then his body will continue to become deformed and
disfigured.

Another harmful subject pork often contains is the trichina, a
small parasitic worm. This particular parasite affects the heart
muscles when it enters the body and represents a fatal risk. Even
though it may be possible, with today's technology, to diagnose
those pigs infected with this parasite, that was not the case until
recently. In the past, therefore, people always faced the danger of
such a fatal infection.

As can be seen, the wisdom behind the prohibition of pork in
Islam is apparent. In Islam, a definite and deep-rooted measure has
been taken against the consumption of pork, which, under all
conditions, remains a health-risk and becomes fatal unless produced
under supervision.

However, there is an important point to remember. It is not
essential for something to be unhealthy or harmful to human beings
in order for it to be prohibited. This is a subject that escapes many
people and is often used by those with ulterior motives to take
advantage of people's lack of knowledge and confuse them. That is

to say, the ignorant claims they make along the lines of "Now why
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is this or that prohibited in the Qur'an? There is nothing wrong
with it!" are a result of not thinking or realizing the wisdom and aim
of the Qur'anic commandments. Unwise people often perceive
notions through an incredibly narrow and limited lens;
consequently, they never see the causes and the logic behind them
within the bigger picture.

God can prohibit anything, for many different reasons. He can
also prohibit something not harmful in order to test those who
truly fear Him, love and obey Him as well as to expose the
pretenders. Moreover, something can be prohibited for purposes
of punishment or warning, or simply for the remembrance of
blessings and as a means for people to show their gratitude.

God has also prohibited, in the Qur'an, the consumption of any

animal that has been consecrated to something other than God.

He has only forbidden you carrion, blood and pork and
what has been consecrated to other than God. But
anyone who is forced to eat it — without desiring it or
going to excess in it — commits no crime. God is Ever-
Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat al-Bagarah: 173)

It is obvious that eating the meat of an animal that has not been
consecrated to God does not threaten our health. However, if one
of two oxen grazing in the same field has been consecrated to God
its consumption would be "lawful" (halal), conversely, if the other
one is consecrated to something other than God then its
consumption would be "unlawful" (haram). One of the reasons for
this commandment is to provide a means of testing people.

For instance, the prohibition imposed on the Jews in the past
"not to work on the Sabbath" (Saturday) was meant to test them,
and this is stated in the Qur'an:

Ask them about the town which was by the sea when
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they broke the Sabbath — when their fish came to
them near the surface on their Sabbath day but did
not come on the days which were not their Sabbath.
In this way We put them to the test because they
were deviators. (Surat al-A'raf: 163)

This prohibition about working on Saturdays that was imposed
on the Jews in the past was not asked of Muslims. This shows that
the ban was not imposed because of any social threat or because
the fish which swarmed towards the city that day were in any way
hazardous, but was simply to put the Jews to the test. Additionally,
the same verse states that they disobeyed the ban and so failed the
test. This prohibition served to exhibit the weaknesses in that
nation's faith and fear of God.

A similar prohibition stated in the Qur'an carries a similar

purpose and is a means of assessment of true believers:

You who have faith! God will test you with game
animals which come within the reach of your hands
and spears, so that God will know those who fear Him
in the Unseen. Anyone who oversteps the limits after
this will have a painful punishment. You who have
faith! Do not kill game while you are forbidden (this
while on Pilgrimage). If one of you kills any
deliberately, the reprisal for it is a livestock animal
equivalent to what he killed, as judged by two just men
among you, a sactrifice to reach the Ka'ba, or expiation
by feeding the poor, or fasting commensurate with
that, so that he may taste the evil consequences of
what he did. God has pardoned all that took place in
the past; but if anyone does it again God will take
revenge on him. God is Almighty, Exactor of Revenge.

&E 40




Examples of Misinterpretation of the Qur'an

Anything you catch in the sea is lawful for you, and all
food from it, for your enjoyment and that of travellers,
but land game is forbidden you while you are under
taboo (in Pilgrimage). Heed God, Him to whom you
will be gathered." (Surat al-Ma'idah: 94-96)

The purpose of this ban has been clearly stated in the verse "...
so that God will know those who fear Him in the Unseen." The ease
with which the hands and spear reach their target is part of the test.

Another purpose behind this testing of nations is to punish
them when they display misbehavior or perversity and to remind
them to repent and go back to the right path. Some of the bans
placed on the Jews in the past are examples of this:

We made unlawful for the Jews every animal with an
undivided hoof, and in respect of cattle and sheep, We
made their fat unlawful for them, except what is
attached to their backs or guts or mixed up with bone.
That is how We repaid them for their insolence. And
We certainly speak the truth. (Surat al-An'am: 146)

We can conclude that there is deep wisdom in the prohibition
of the things that God has declared to be unlawful. If we were to
limit this reason to something being harmful or unhealthy it would
be due to the lack of proper knowledge and comprehension of the
Qur'an.

There is also more than one cause for the ban on pork. There
is no doubt that pork has always been hazardous to human health
until the present day. That definite measures against the risk in
question, discovered by medical equipment and biological tests in
our day, were taken in the Qur'an 1,400 years ago, a time when
people were entirely uninformed about concepts such as microbes,

bacteria, trichina, hormones or antibodies, is one of the miracles of
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this Divine Book. It is known today that, even after all the
inspections and precautions taken during the production of pork, it
still is physically unfit for human consumption, and is a type of meat
that creates health hazards in human beings. Nonetheless, the
production of pork is cost-effective and this is one of the reasons
why it is so popular worldwide. This tempting factor, we may notice,
somewhat resembles the flow of the fish during the Sabbath of the
Jews. When there are so many edible and delicious sources of meat
such as lambs, sheep, chickens, cows, countless varieties of birds,
animals of prey and many more, to covet pork meat when it is
forbidden by God would be considered a purposeful act.

Since the Qur'an is valid until the Day of Judgment, any form of
pork consumption, other than the extraordinary situations stated in
the Qur'an, is forbidden until then. If after a hundred years pork is
completely treated of any health hazards, to avoid consuming it
would still be a form of worship for true believers. Then, the
question of whether to eat it or not will again be a trial for those

mindless objectors.

Seeing the Anecdotes in the Qur'an as Fables

One important element in the Qur'anic style is that it explains
various subjects through examples or comparisons. These are often
from the lives of previous prophets/messengers or events that
occurred before the Qur'an's revelation. Therefore, these types of
Qur'anic anecdotes display many warnings, examples, signs and
messages to people.

The Qur'an conveys the ignorant words of those who are

unable to realize this holy wisdom:

When Our Signs are recited to them, they say, 'We
have already heard all this. If we wanted, we could say
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the same thing. This is nothing but the myths of
previous peoples.' (Surat al-Anfal: 31)

When they are asked, "What has your Lord sent
down?' they say, 'Myths and legends of previous
peoples.' (Surat an-Nahl: 24)

The unwise regard these anecdotes as myths and legends, even
though they contain considerable enlightening information and
examples for true believers. God explains every possible event and
the laws of all times by giving examples or illustrations from the
lives of past prophets and nations.

Obviously, to provide historical information is not the only aim
of these Qur'anic anecdotes or examples. They contain numerous
holy aims too. We can list a few of them thus:

- To display the laws of God that have existed since the creation
of the universe and govern believers as well as non-believers.

- To explain and prepare the believers of all times for any
events, tests, or hardships they might experience, such as how they
should behave and react, the type of spirit and conscience they
should display, the behavior and manner they should demonstrate
towards God; namely to show the believers the right path in every
subject.

- To increase the enthusiasm of true believers.

- To invite the defiant to the right path and to remind those
who do not accept this invitation of the consequences of their
actions.

- To deliver the delightful news to the followers of the Qur'an
about the beautiful end that awaits them in this world and the next.

Evidently, those who lack the intelligence and the sense to
perceive such things will assume the Qur'an to be a storybook and

will not see the hidden wisdom in the Qur'anic anecdotes. The
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state of these judgmental and insensible people who are deaf to any

explanation or advice, is mentioned in a Qur'anic verse:

Some of them listen to you but We have placed covers
on their hearts, preventing them from understanding
it, and heaviness in their ears. Though they see every
Sign, they still have no faith, so that when they come
to you, disputing with you, those who are disbelievers
say, 'This is nothing but the myths of previous
peoples!" (Surat al-An'am: 25)

People like that do not pose any threat to Islam or the Qur'an
with their actions. No matter how much they try to cause harm to
the Qur'an and to turn or hold others back from their religion, they
do no more than damage themselves without even realizing it. This

fact is stated in the continuation of the previous verse:

They keep others from it and avoid it themselves.
They are only destroying themselves but they are not
aware of it... (Surat al-An'am: 26)
When they finally do realize the errors of their ways it is of no
use, as they are too late and there is no way to repair the damage:
If only you could see when they are standing before the
Fire and saying, 'Oh! If only we could be sent back
again, we would not deny the Signs of our Lord and we
would be among the believers'!. (Surat al-An'am: 27)

The Assumption That the Qur'an is a Copy or
Imitation of Other Holy Books
The Qur'an is the only divine book that God has sent to all of

mankind as a warning as well as guidance, and is valid until the Day of

Judgment. Mankind has altered the other holy books that were sent
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before the Qur'an. However, God has protected the Qur'an. This fact
is mentioned in verse 9 of Surat al-Hijr "It is We Who have sent
down the Reminder and We Who will preserve it.."

Another of the unsound claims widely spread by the unwise is
that the Prophet Muhammad was inspired by the Bible (the Torah
and the Gospel) and afterwards wrote the Qur'an. At the root of
this totally imaginary and baseless claim lie some similarities that
exist between the Qur'an and the Bible.

It is quite natural for such similarities to exist because,
ultimately (if we were to remove the altered parts of the Torah and
the Gospel) they all contain the words of God and their message is
one and the same. The main subjects, such as the presence of God,
His oneness, His attributes, belief in the Hereafter, the
characteristics of believers, hypocrites and those who deny Him,
the lives of previous nations, guidance, prohibitions, and moral
values, are universal facts and will stay unaltered throughout time.
Consequently, it is no surprise that these topics mentioned in the
previous holy books are similar and parallel to those in the Qur'an.
Actually, there is no claim in the Qur'an that Islam is a very distinct

religion. The similarities are stated in the Qur'anic verses as well:

It (The Qur'an) is certainly in the scriptures of the
previous peoples. Is it not indeed a Sign for them that
the scholars of the tribe of Israel have knowledge of it?
(Surat ash-Shu'ara : 196-197)

What is in the heavens and in the earth belongs to
God. We have instructed those given the Book before
you and you yourselves, to have fear of God. (Surat an-
Nisa": 131)

What's more, it is stated in the Qur'an that it confirms the

original, unaltered Torah and the Gospel:
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And We have sent down the Book to you (O
Muhammad) with truth, confirming and conserving
the previous Books. So judge between them by what
God has sent down and do not follow their whims and
desires deviating from the Truth that has come to you.
We have appointed a law and a practice for every one
of you... (Surat al-Ma'idah: 48)

The quality of confirming its predecessors is not unique to the
Qur'an, but has been given to all the divine books. The Gospel that was
sent to the Prophet Jesus confirmed its predecessor the Torah that

was revealed to the Prophet Moses. This reality is stated in the Qur'an:

And We sent Jesus son of Maryam following in their
footsteps, confirming the Torah that came before him.
We gave him the Gospel containing guidance and
light, confirming the Torah that came before it, and as
guidance and admonition for those who do their duty.
(Surat al-Ma'idah: 46)

This is a law of God and of course applies to the Qur'an as well.
Some of the subjects in common with the other divine books have
been mentioned in the Qur'an. The beginning of Hajj (Pilgrimage)
with the Prophet Abraham in verses 26 and 27 of Surat al-Hajj, the
existence of obligatory daily prayers and giving alms before the time
of our Prophet in verses 72 and 73 of Surat al-Anbiya’, and the good
behavior asked of all the messengers in verse 51 of Surat al-

Mu'minun all reflect these common points.

"And We located the position of the House for
Abraham: 'Do not associate anything with Me and
purify My House for those who circle it, and those who
stand and bow and prostrate. Announce the
Pilgrimage to mankind. They will come to you on foot
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and on every sort of lean animal, coming by every

distant road."(Surat al-Hajj: 26-27)

And in addition to that We gave him Isaac and Jacob

and made both of them true believers. We made

them leaders, guiding by Our command, and revealed
to them how to do good actions and establish prayer
and pay alms, and they worshipped Us. (Surat al-

Anbiya': 72-73)

Messengers, eat of the good things and act rightly. |

most certainly know what you do." (Surat al-

Mu'minun: 51)

We may conclude that there are similar beliefs between the
Qur'an and the other divine books, and that this is not only natural
but logical. Therefore, the presence of these similarities does not
in any way show that our Prophet wrote the Qur'an. In fact, quite
the opposite; it further emphasizes the truth that the books of all
Divine religions come from one source, God. This is a reality stated
by the Qur'an and confirmed by reason as well as logic.

God has revealed in His verses that the Qur'an is the book of
truth sent by Him and the condition of those who do not believe
in this truth.

And this Qur'an is not such as could ever be invented

in despite of God; but it is a confirmation of that which

was before it and an exposition of that which is
decreed for mankind - This Qur'an could never have
been devised by any besides God. Rather it is
confirmation of what came before it and an
elucidation of the Book which contains no doubt from
the Lord of all the worlds. Do they say, 'He has
invented it"? Say: 'Then produce a chapter like it and
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call on anyone you can besides God if you are telling
the truth.' No, the fact is that they have denied
something which their knowledge does not embrace
and the meaning of which has not yet reached them.
In the same way those before them also denied the
truth. See the final fate of the wrongdoers! (Surah
Yunus: 37-39)

Moreover, there is another dimension to this subject. The
Prophet Muhammad was not someone who collected information
and researched either the Torah or the Gospel in his lifetime. The
Prophet's fellow tribesmen closely witnessed the fact that he never
actually read, wrote, worked on or researched any of these books.
No one ever had any doubt concerning this point. Furthermore,
this characteristic of the Prophet that was so well known by the

disbelievers was used in the Qur'an as evidence against them:

You never recited any Book before it nor did you write
one down with your right hand. If you had, the
purveyors of falsehood would have voiced their
doubts... (Surat al-'Ankabut: 48)

The term "Ummi", which refers to a person who has no
knowledge of the previous divine books and is not a member of
these religions, is used in the Qur'an for the Prophet Muhammad to

emphasize his attribute. The verse is:

Those who follow the Messenger, the Ummi, whom
they find written down with them in the Torah and
the Gospel...." (Surat al-A'raf: 157)

The context in which the term "Ummi" is used to refer to those

who are not Christians or Jews can be seen in the verse:

If they argue with you, say, 'l have submitted myself
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completely to God, and so have all who follow me.'
Say to those given the Book and those who have no
Book (the Ummi), 'Have you become Muslim?' If they
become Muslim, they have been guided. If they turn
away, you are only responsible for transmission. God
sees His servants. (Surat Al 'Imran: 20)

As we can deduce from this verse, the term "Ummi" is used to
refer to people other than those who have been sent books. So it
becomes clear that the term is not used in the Qur'an with its

classical form to imply the "illiterate".

Incompatibilities and Differences

We have so far explained the logic behind the similarities that
exist between the Qur'an and the other altered books. However,
when a person pays enough attention he will realize that there are
many more incompatibilities and differences between them. In
addition to the existing resemblances, the Qur'an's dissimilarity with
the altered portions of the other divine books and how it corrects
these changes is evidence that it is, word for word, a Holy Book.

Since the previous divine books have gone through extensive
man-made changes and have lost much of their original divine
message, they contain conflicting references and logic, and are at
times the direct opposite of what is contained in the Qur'an. There
are also many variations in their anecdotes compared to Qur'anic
ones.

These books have been changed in content and logic as well as
style and composition; hence they have been turned into mystical
religious history texts rather than divine books. For instance, the
first book of the Torah, Genesis, tells the story of Children of Israel

from the beginning of creation until the death of the Prophet
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Joseph. This style of historic expression is dominant in all the other
books of the Torah as well.

In the same way, the initial parts of the four official Gospels
(Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) contain the life of the Prophet
Jesus as their main topic. The main subject of all of these four
Gospels is his life, words and actions.

In contrast, the Qur'an is very different in style. There is an
open invitation to religion right from the start with Surat al-Fatihah.
Overall, the main subject in the Qur'an is declaring God to be free
of imperfection and ordering believers to avoid idolatry in order to
surrender themselves only to God.

Today, in the altered version of the Torah, many imperfections
and human attributes have been ascribed to God (God is surely
beyond these). For example, the anecdote of the Prophet Noah
contains a great deal of far-fetched nonsense about God's
attributes. Human qualities such as feeling tired or regretful,
serenity, and many more it is not appropriate to mention here have
been ascribed to God. Again, the Torah has greatly slandered God
when it describes Him as a human-like entity that walks, fights, and
feels anger. (God is surely beyond that)

This is the reason why there are clear warnings in the Qur'an
against such slanders and lies by the Jews. One such accusation is

that God (who is surely beyond that) is parsimonious.

The Jews say, 'God's hand is chained.' Their hands are
chained and they are cursed for what they say! No!
Both His hands are open wide and He gives however
He wills. (Surat al-Ma'idah: 64)

On the whole, the Qur'an differs again from the Torah since it
does not just talk about a single nation but of all civilizations, their rise

and fall, as well as holding those whom it has been revealed to

-’,E 50




Examples of Misinterpretation of the Qur'an

responsible for following its verses. These qualities make it unique
and universal. Since the other books have been changed by people
throughout history and have lost their originality, they no longer
possess these qualities. Some of the basic principles of Christianity
that are mentioned in the Bible, which is claimed to be a source of
the Qur'an have been openly rejected by the Qur'an. The most
important one is that which assumes Prophet Jesus to be the son of

God. This belief has been appraised in the Qur'an as a lie against God.

They say, 'The All-Merciful has a son." They have
devised a monstrous thing. The heavens are all but
rent apart and the earth split open and the mountains
brought crashing down, at their ascription of a son to
the All-Merciful! It is not fitting for the All-Merciful to
have a son. There is no one in the heavens and earth
who will not come to the All-Merciful as a slave...
(Surah Maryam: 88-93)

Another such claim the Qur'an entirely opposes is the
crucifixion of the Prophet Jesus by the Jews. In the Qur'an, it is
stated that the Jews did not kill Jesus, but that is how it was made
to look, and it is added that God raised him up to Himself.

In conclusion, if we make a general comparison we will see that
the important truth the Qur'an guides human beings toward is the
Oneness of God, that there is no other deity but He and His purity
from any defects or negative attributes. These important facts are
repeated in each Qur'anic anecdote, information and verse. In the
same manner, each Qur'anic anecdote carries guidance, warning
and information.

All of these prove that the Qur'an is a divine revelation.
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The Misconception That Scientic Information In

the Qur'an Originates from Ancient Civilizations

We must also mention another irrational claim some people
make about the Qur'an. In the previous section we saw that the
scientific information in the Qur'an were made ahead of the
knowledge available at that time. Those who oppose this obvious
fact argue, in an effort to disguise this miracle from others, that the
Prophet Muhammad gathered this information after being inspired
by the advanced civilizations of the time.

According to this claim, our Prophet took information about
such concepts as astronomy, embryology and medicine from
ancient civilizations. For example, they allege that he found the data
on astronomy from the Sumerians and that on medicine from
papyrus collections belonging to the ancient Egyptians and recorded
them in the Qur'an.

The invalidity of this assumption is visible from several
standpoints. It is in particular known that the Prophet Muhammad
never carried out such research during his life. No one has so far
declared otherwise. Furthermore, it is well known that the Prophet
had no knowledge of these civilizations' languages, either.

Again, anyone who wished to perform such research in that
period would have had to go through a lot of difficulties. Obviously,
7th century Arabia did not contain any of our contemporary
research tools such as large libraries, the press, bookstores or the
Internet. Even with today's technology it is not an easy task to
research ancient Egyptian documents on embryology. The
establishment of this civilization dates back to some 5,000 years
ago. The number of written sources that have survived to our time
is very limited, and furthermore not all of them have been

translated. In addition, it is imperative to have a detailed knowledge

&E 52




Examples of Misinterpretation of the Qur'an

of history in order to evaluate and fully understand these
translations. In short, such a study will be exceedingly difficult, even
under the easier conditions of our time.

Moreover, there is no reason to think that the information we
have inherited from ancient civilizations is totally correct and
sound. Incorrect information, superstitions and twisted beliefs were
common in those ancient societies. If, as the unwise claim, the
scientific contents of the Qur'an had been gathered from the
cultures of ancient civilizations, then they should have contained the
same errors or inconsistencies. However, the Qur'an is free of all
such things. Modern science has proven that all scientific Quranic
verses are 100 percent accurate. This reality is further emphasized
in the verse, "Will they not ponder the Qur'an? If it had been
from other than God, they would have found many
inconsistencies in it." (Surat an-Nisa" 82)

This is why the argument that the Prophet Muhammad gathered
the contents of the scientific Qur'anic verses from the resources of
other civilizations is totally groundless, just like all the other claims.
The existence of people who do make such claims and the reply

that should be given to them is stated in the verse:

Those who are disbelievers say, 'This is nothing but a
lie he has invented and other people have helped him
to do it. They have brought injustice and falsehood.’
They say, 'It is myths of previous peoples which he has
had transcribed and which are read out to him in the
morning and the evening.' Say: "'The One Who sent it
down is He Who knows all hidden secrets in the
heavens and earth. He is Ever-Forgiving, Most
Merciful.' (Surat al-Furqan: 4-6)
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The Delusion That the Qur'an was Revealed to
the Arabs Alone

These defiant people promote yet another means by which they
try to separate and distance others from the Qur'an. That is the
claim that the Qur'an was revealed to the Arabs alone, and that
they are the only people who have to follow it. Anyone who has
read the Qur'an even once will realize how groundless and
ridiculous this suggestion is.

Many Qur'anic verses emphasize the fact that the Prophet
Muhammad was a messenger sent for all mankind and that everyone
is responsible of obeying the commandments of the Qur'an until the
Day of Judgment. We will quote from a few such verses here, and

they should be more than enough to make our point:

We only sent you for the whole of mankind, bringing
good news and giving warning. But most of mankind
do not know it. (Surah Saba': 28)

Say: 'Mankind! | am the Messenger of God to you all,
of Him to whom the kingdom of the heavens and earth
belongs.' (Surat al-A'raf : 158)

Those who protest, trying to confuse uninformed people and
cause disturbances, will base their claim on the Qur'anic verse

stated below:

We have not sent any Messenger except with the
language of his people so he can make things clear to
them. God misguides anyone He wills and guides
anyone He wills. He is the Almighty, the All-Wise.
(Surah Ibrahim: 4)

The verse is crystal clear. The messenger will speak the same
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language as the nation he has been sent to. This has always been the
case throughout history. Only such people can report the
revelation of God to the public around them completely and
perfectly. This is why the book revealed to the messenger will be
of the same language as that of the messenger himself and his
nation. There could be nothing more natural.

However, objectors argue this point in order to refrain from
religion, no matter what. Their perverse mentality has been clarified

in the Qur'an:

If We had made it a Qur'an in a foreign tongue they
would have said, "'Why have its Signs not been made
plain? What! A foreign language for an Arab?' Say: It
is guidance and healing for people who have faith.
Those who do not have faith have heaviness in their
ears and for them it is blindness. Such people are
being called from a very distant place.’ (Surah Fussilat:
44)

It is imperative to form such unity between the prophet, his
nation and the book he presents in order to convey the divine
revelation to mankind completely and perfectly, as well as to
prevent the occurrence of any communication problems that would
hinder the establishment of sound foundations for religion.
Evidently, this does not suggest anything to the effect that other
nations will not be held accountable for the Qur'an. The meaning
and the commandments of the Qur'an can easily be interpreted and
explained in any language. As a matter of fact, that is exactly what
has taken place. This condition is not in anyway a hindrance to

learning or applying religion.
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The Misinterpretation of the Term "We," Which God

Uses in Reference to Himself

God uses the term "We" to refer to Himself in many parts of

the Qur'an. Some examples of these verses can be given:

We gave Moses the Book and sent a succession of
Messengers after him. We gave Jesus, son of Maryam,
the Clear Signs and reinforced him with the Purest
Spirit. Why then, whenever a Messenger came to you
with something your lower selves did not desire, did
you grow arrogant, and deny some of them and
murder others?! (Surat al-Baqarah: 87)

Who would deliberately renounce the religion of
Abraham except someone who reveals himself to be a
fool? We chose him in the world and in the hereafter he

will be one of the true believers. (Surat al-Bagarah: 130)

The unwise assume the term "We," which God uses in
reference to Himself in the Qur'an to be a plural form, and suggest
that the use of this word contradicts the fact that there is no other
deity but God. They believe they have made a very significant
discovery. In fact, the explanation of this misinterpretation, resulting
from a very superficial and ignorant approach, is quite simple. In
Arabic, the pronoun "We" is not only used as a plural form, but is
also applied to accentuate greatness, grandeur, majesty, glory, high
rank and position in the singular as well. The term "We" used for
God is applied in this context.

The mentality with which the term "We" is used in Arabic also
applies to the polite use of the plural form of the pronoun "you" to
refer to one person in French and some other foreign languages.

The core and most significant message of the Qur'an is that
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there is no other deity but God, and that He alone must be obeyed.
The fact that there is no other deity than God is stressed in various

Qur'anic verses, such as:

This is the true account: there is no other deity
besides God. God - He is the Almighty, the All-
Wise.(Surat Al 'Imran: 62)

... There is no deity except God, the One, the All-
Conquering. (Surah Sad: 65)

Know then that there is no deity except God and ask
forgiveness for your wrongdoing, and for the men and
women who believe. God knows both your activity
and your repose. (Surah Muhammad: 19)

It becomes apparent that the term "We" used in reference to
God Himself in various parts of the Qur'an is not applied in the plural
form but is intended to portray magnificence, respect and holiness.

In fact, one does not necessarily have to be aware of this special
use of the term in Arabic to grasp its purpose. Anyone with the
least power of reasoning can appreciate the delicacy behind the
term. The conditions of those who perceive this as a contradiction
or defiance present a vivid picture of the level of their intelligence

and understanding and the aptitude they display.

Failing to Understand the Examples Given in the Qur'an

The Qur'an is a book that only careful, thinking and sincere
people can truly understand. Those without these qualities, namely
people who are unaware and incapable of reasoning and have
ulterior motives, can never comprehend the Qur'an nor discover
its mysteries and finer points. This is also true of the examples given
in the Qur'an which offer guidance and instructions. One Qur'anic

verse describes how sceptics are unable to grasp the examples in
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the Qur'an and, furthermore, how these examples can lead them to

become misguided.

God is not ashamed to make an example of a gnat or
of an even smaller thing. As for those who have faith,
they know it is the truth from their Lord. But as for
those who are disbelievers, they say, 'What does God
mean by this example?’ He misguides many by it and
guides many by it. But He only misguides the
deviators. (Surat al-Baqarah: 26)

A believer can easily grasp that the example of the gnat
mentioned in the verse is a means of proving the superiority of
God's power. This tiny insect, only about a centimeter long, is an
example of God's perfect and unique creation. It contains systems,
mechanisms and a structure far more complex than that of any
advanced technological equipment or computers. It has survived
down to our own time and has remained unchanged ever since its
creation. God gives this miraculous creature as an example in the
Qur'an to emphasize the supremacy of His Creation. True believers
can deduce from this example that even a single gnat opens the
gateway to feeling and understanding the endless knowledge and
power of God. However, those unwise sceptical unbelievers,
instead of learning to perceive every creature around them with the
same appreciative eyes, will still be asking in wonder, "What does

God mean by this example?"

Failing to Understand the Repetitions in the Qur'an

The repetitions in the Qur'an are the source of further
confusion for the unwise who cannot understand the rationale

behind them. In certain parts of the Qur'an some subjects and
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verses are repeated. Constant reference is made in different
Qur'anic anecdotes, examples, and suggestions to the principles of
religion, such as the existence and oneness of God, resignation,
concession, the importance of praising God, the temporary nature
of this world, gratitude and spending one's life on the path of God.
There are even instances when a verse is repeated word for word
in another place in the Qur'an.

This has many plausible motives. In order to engrave essential
subjects in the minds and hearts of people, they are repeated at
every opportunity. Furthermore, every aspect of these vital
subjects becomes easier to comprehend if they are covered in
different examples and anecdotes.

One of the well-known repetitions in the Qur'an is the verse
"Then which of the favours of your Lord will you deny?" in
Surat ar-Rahman. This verse is mentioned among the 78 verses of
this Surah 31| times. This is a very wise repetition that provides the
vital atmosphere to put people into a grateful and meditative state
rather than remaining indifferent as they consider how the beauties
of Heaven listed by God are truly magnificent favors and blessings.
The respectful admiration and grandeur present in the heart of the
believer strengthens with each reiteration of the verse. In this way,
the desired feeling is delivered to the heart of the sincere and

conscientious believer in the best possible manner.

Failing to Understand the Style of the Qur'an

(The prayers of the believers, the words of the angels....)

Every Qur'anic verse is an example of the endless Wisdom of
God, and so every subject it contains has been explained in the
most substantial and perfect style. In some parts a subject is

explained in a most thorough and detailed manner whereas, in
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other parts, it has been made understandable with a short and
simple approach. For example, in some Qur'anic verses, the
statements or prayers of believers, angels or other third parties are
conveyed directly without any prior introduction. True believers
can easily grasp the reason why these statements were conveyed in
such a manner.

However, this style of the Qur'an is difficult to understand for
those with limited powers of contemplation. They assume that
since the Qur'an consists of God's words, then the fact that it
contains the statements of others is paradoxical. Nevertheless,
these words serve as examples and admonitions to true believers.
The one who conveys these statements mentioned in the Qur'an is
God. Thus, they are all His words.

For instance, the last four verses of Surat al-Fatihah are the

prayers of the believers.

You alone we ask for help. Guide us on the Straight

Path, the Path of those You have blessed, not of those

with anger on them, nor of the misguided. (Surat al-

Fatihah: 4-7)

In this way, God has notified the believers of the style they
should adopt while praying right from the start. There is no
introductory statement at the beginning of this prayer along the
lines of "Pray as mentioned below," because the situation is quite
obvious. Another such example is the prayer that is mentioned in

the last verse of Surat al-Bagarah:

God does not impose on any self any more than it can
stand. For it is what it has earned; against it, what it
has merited. Our Lord, do not take us to task if we
forget or make a mistake! Our Lord, do not place on
us a load like the one You placed on those before us!
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Our Lord, do not place on us a load we have not the
strength to bear! And pardon us; and forgive us; and
have mercy on us. You are our Master, so help us
against the people of the disbelievers. (Surat al-
Bagarah: 286)

Anyone who is sensible enough can easily see that God is
conveying a sample prayer pattern to true believers through these
verses, and will thus pray accordingly. Conversely, the unwise can
never see the real nature of such verses and will come to be guided

by Satan.

The Subject of Creation in Six Days

It is stated in various parts of the Qur'an that the universe was
created in six days. Particular attention is often drawn to one
section however, where the number of days in the separate verses
mentioning the different stages of creation adds up to 8. Those who
are unable to grasp the evident logic behind these verses assume
them to conflict with all the other Qur'anic verses, which state the

creation to have occurred in six days. These verses are as follows:

Say: 'Do you reject Him Who created the earth in two
days, and make others equal to Him? That is the Lord
of all the worlds." He placed firmly embedded
mountains on it, towering over it, and blessed it and
measured out its nourishment in it, laid out for those
who seek it — all in four days. Then He turned to
heaven when it was smoke and said to it and to the
earth, 'Come willingly or unwillingly.' They both said,
'We come willingly." In two days He determined them

as seven heavens and revealed, in every heaven, its
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own mandate. We adorned the lowest heaven with
lamps and guarded it. That is the decree of the
Almighty, the All-Knowing. (Surah Fussilat: 9-12)

If the days mentioned in the above verses are calculated, they
add up to 8. Whereas it is stated in verse 3 of Surah Yunus and
others that the Earth, the skies and everything in between were
created in 6 days. This situation could appear incomprehensible to
a superficial reader who refuses to use his mind and logic or to pay
close attention. Those who approach the Qur'an to try to discover
faults and contradictions frequently cite the above verse.

Yet, if a person concentrates and uses wisdom he can readily
see that there is absolutely no paradox at all. If we pay attention to
the periods of time stated in the verses we can reach the following
calculations:

- It took four days from the time the universe was started until
the sustenance had been made ready, or rather the necessary
environment for living things was suitable, along with the creation
of plants and animals.

- The beginning of this period, namely the shaping of the Earth
along with the universe, or in short the creation of the world, took the
initial two of these four days. So, these two days are not a separate
time frame from those first four days. They are, to be more precise,
the first two days of the four days mentioned in the next verse.

- In the I'Ith and 12th verses state that the sky was formed in
2 days. In conclusion, they add up to 6 days.

In short, the verses explain the separate time frames for each
of the events that take place within the six days of creation.

It is imperative to clarify the point that the term "day"
mentioned in these verses is not used to refer to a 24 hour-day but

instead to indicate the different periods and phases.
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The Speculation About the Name "Haman"

Those who keep themselves occupied by looking for
inconsistencies in the Qur'an refer to a man named "Haman" who
is mentioned in the Qur'anic verses as one of Pharaoh's men.

In the Torah, the nhame Haman is not used when the life of the
Prophet Moses is quoted. On the other hand, it is mentioned in the
Gospel to refer to a helper of the Babylonian king who lived 1,100
years after the Prophet Moses and persecuted the Jews.

Those who claim that the Prophet Muhammad wrote the
Qur'an in the light of the Torah and the Gospel also put forth the
sophistry that he copied some of the subjects in the Qur'an
wrongly.

The ridiculousness of this claim became obvious 200 years ago
when the Egyptian hieroglyphs were deciphered and the name
"Haman" was discovered.

Until then it had not been possible to read any of the writings
or tablets written in ancient Egyptian. The ancient Egyptian language
and hieroglyphs had been present for many thousands of years.
However, with the spread of Christianity and its cultural influences
during the second and third centuries AD the ancient Egyptians
forgot their religion as well as the language, and the use of
hieroglyphs came to a gradual stop. The year 394 AD is the last
known time when a hieroglyph was used. Afterwards this language
was forgotten, leaving nobody who could read and understand it.
Until some 200 years ago.

The ancient Egyptian language was deciphered in 1799 with the
discovery of a tablet dated to 196 BC called the "Rosetta Stone".
The unique nature of this tablet came from the fact that it was
written in three different forms of writing; hieroglyphics, demotic

(a simplified form of ancient Egyptian hieratic writing) and Greek.
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The ancient Egyptian dialect was decoded with the help of the
Greek version. A Frenchman named Jean-Frangoise Champollion
completed the deciphering of the whole tablet. In this way, a
forgotten language and the history that it contained came back to
life. This discovery made it possible to research ancient Egyptian
civilization, their beliefs and social life.

It also made it possible to acquire the vital piece of information
we are now discussing. The name "Haman" was in fact mentioned
in old Egyptian tablets. It was mentioned on a monument which
now stands in the Hof Museum in Vienna, and in which the
closeness of Haman to the Pharaoh was emphasized. (Walter
Wreszinski, Agyptische Inschriften aus dem K.K. Hof Museum in
Wien, 1906, . C. Hinrichs' sche Buchhandlung)

The dictionary "The People in the New Kingdom" refers to
Haman as "the head of the quarry workers". (Hermanne Ranke, Die
Agyptischen Personennamen, Verzeichnis der Namen, Verlag Von |
J Augustin in Gliickstadt, Band I, 1935. Band Il, 1952)

This discovery brought to light a truly astonishing fact. Haman
was, contrary to what those who opposed the Qur'an claimed,
really a man who had lived in Egypt during the Prophet Moses' time
and furthermore, just as stated in the Qur'an, he was close to the
Pharaoh and dealt with construction of sorts.

As a matter of fact, the Qur'anic verse that conveys how the
Pharaoh requested Haman to build a tower is in perfect unison with

this archaeological finding:

Pharaoh said, 'Council, | do not know of any other god
for you apart from me. Haman, kindle a fire for me
over the clay and build me a lofty tower so that
perhaps | may be able to climb up to Moses' god! |
consider him a blatant liar." (Surat al-Qasas: 38)
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In conclusion, the discovery of the name Haman on ancient
Egyptian tablets discredited another claim made by those who
strive to find inconsistencies in the Qur'anic verses. Furthermore,
the undeniable truth that the Qur'an is revealed by God is once
again proven without any doubt as the Qur'an miraculously
conveyed historical information that could not have been found and

deciphered in the Prophet's time.

The Speculation About Noah's Flood

The subject of Noah's flood is one of many that the deniers are
unable to rationalize, and so oppose. People who deny that it ever
happened argue that it was technically impossible for a worldwide
flood to have occurred. They go on to say that since the Qur'an
relates such an event, it cannot be the word of God.

Nonetheless, such claims are not valid in the case of the holy
Qur'an, given that it is the only holy book revealed by God that has
stayed unaltered. Moreover, the mention of the Flood in the
Qur'an is handled very differently when compared to the Torah and
other cultures.

In the altered Torah, the flood is stated to have been universal
and to have covered the whole world. The Qur'an, on the other
hand, makes no reference to the flood being universal. In fact, just
the opposite is true, as the verses explain that the flood was not
worldwide but regional, and that only the nation denying the
Prophet Noah was punished.

The Prophet Noah was sent to his own nation only, just as
Prophet Hud was sent to the people of 'Ad (Surah Hud: 50), and
the Prophet Salih was sent to the Thamud (Surah Hud: 61) and the
flood destroyed only his people.

We sent Noah to his people: 'l am a clear warner to
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you. Worship none but God. | fear for you the
punishment of a painful day.' (Surah Hud: 25-26)

Those who were destroyed were those who denied and
insisted on opposing the revelations of the Prophet Noah. The
Qur'anic verses that deal with that subject leave no room for any

argument:

But they denied him so We rescued him and those
with him in the Ark. And We drowned the people who
denied Our Signs. They were a blind people. (Surat al-
A'raf: 64)

So We rescued him and those with him by mercy

from Us, and We cut off the last remnant of those

who denied Our Signs and were not believers. (Surat

al-A'raf : 72)

We can see the Qur'an states that only the people of the
Prophet Noah were destroyed, and not the whole world. When
the Qur'anic verses are so obvious, to argue that the flood of Noah
mentioned in the Qur'an was universal has no other aim than to
confuse and trick the uninformed.

The fact that the logical deficiencies and superstitions that exist
in the altered, story and myth-filled Torah and the Gospel do not
exist in the Qur'an, but that corrected and factual versions do, is
yet another piece of evidence that it was sent by God.

It is not possible for the Qur'an to refer to the flood as a
universal event for yet another reason; God states that a nation will
not perish unless it has been sent a messenger. Destruction will
take place if the people in question have been sent a messenger to
warn and guide them, but they reject him. This is related in Surat

al-Qasas:
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Your Lord would never destroy any cities without first
sending to the chief of them a Messenger to recite Our
Signs to them. We would never destroy any cities
unless their inhabitants were wrongdoers. (Surat al-
Qasas: 59)

Yet another verse states: "Whoever is guided is only
guided to his own good. Whoever is misguided is only
misguided to his detriment. No burden-bearer can bear
another's burden. We never punish until We have sent a
Messenger." (Surat al-Isra": 15)

As can be deduced from the above verses, it is against the laws
of God to destroy a nation before sending it a messenger. The
Prophet Noah was only sent to his people to remind them. For this
reason, God destroyed only the Prophet Noah's people, and not
the other nations that had yet to receive messengers.

The other subject of debate regarding the flood is whether the
waters rose high enough to cover all the peaks and mountains in
the region. The Qur'an maintains that the ship rested on the "Judi"
after the flood. The term "Judi" is taken to indicate a particular
mountain, but in Arabic it actually means "A high point or place”. So
we can make out from the Qur'an that the flood did not swallow
the whole world and all the mountains, as the altered Torah tells
us, but rather covered a particular region.

Moreover, archaeological excavations carried out in the regions
thought to have been affected by the flood have revealed that it was
not a universal event covering the whole world, but instead a
regional catastrophe that covered a wide section of Mesopotamia.

(For more information, see Perished Nations by Harun Yahya)
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In this book, the main reasons why some people are unable to
understand and comprehend the Qur'an have been analyzed. Some
examples of the unwise interpretations and objections made by
those who are far from faith have been dealt with. The book's real
intent is to expose how those who are far from sincerity and faith
are incapable of comprehending the simplest of verses, and also to
respond to their unjustified objections.

We should not forget there is no limit to the confusions and
inconsistencies an unwise person with limited capacity can
fabricate about the Qur'an and Islam. This is because the Qur'an
possesses a style that can only be grasped with reason and
understood with sincerity. So the factors that affect a person's
understanding of the Qur'an are sincerity and reason. For this
reason, there is no need to be surprised by the absurdity of the
interpretations and objections an unwise person may make.

As a true believer expects others to show the same logic that
he possesses, it is naturally astonishing to him to hear some of this
nonsense and these illogical interpretations. However, the Qur'an

states that those who do not believe have no reason or
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understanding. If we were to view the unwise interpretations of
nonbelievers from a Qur'anic perspective, we would no longer be
surprised, but consider them as a warning and a sign.

The Qur'an is the true Book of God, and it is clear. It is
impossible to cast any doubt on the Qur'an with any speculation.
Disbelievers fool only themselves and those like them with such
sophistry, as well trying to suppress the voice of their consciences.

Furthermore, true believers have neither the time nor the
need to respond to each and every fabrication.

The true believer is responsible for conveying the Qur'an's
facts and miracles to others. Falsehood is bound to vanish when
the truth comes. The Qur'an tells us with the verse: "Rather We
hurl the truth against falsehood and it cuts right through
it and it vanishes clean away! Woe without end for you for
what you portray!" (Surat al-Anbiya": 18)

Falsehood is always doomed to disappear:

Say: 'Truth has come and falsehood has vanished.

Falsehood is always bound to vanish.' We send down

in the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to

the believers, but it only increases the wrongdoers in

loss. (Surat al-Isra’: 81-82)
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Every detail in this universe points to a superior creation. By
contrast, materialism, which seeks to deny the fact of creation in
the universe, is nothing but an unscientific fallacy.

Once materialism is invalidated, all other theories based on
this philosophy are rendered baseless. Foremost of them is
Darwinism, that is, the theory of evolution. This theory, which
argues that life originated from inanimate matter through
coincidences, has been demolished with the recognition that the
universe was created by God. American astrophysicist Hugh Ross
explains this as follows:

Atheism, Darwinism, and virtually all the "isms" emanating
from the eighteenth to the twentieth century philosophies
are built upon the assumption, the incorrect assumption, that
the universe is infinite. The singularity has brought us face to
face with the cause — or causer — beyond/behind/before the
universe and all that it contains, including life itself. '

It is God Who created the universe and Who designed it down
to its smallest detail. Therefore, it is impossible for the theory of
evolution, which holds that living beings are not created by God,
but are products of coincidences, to be true.
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Unsurprisingly, when we look at the theory of evolution, we
see that this theory is denounced by scientific findings. The design
in life is extremely complex and striking. In the inanimate world,
for instance, we can explore how sensitive are the balances which
atoms rest upon, and further, in the animate world, we can
observe in what complex designs these atoms were brought
together, and how extraordinary are the mechanisms and
structures such as proteins, enzymes, and cells, which are
manufactured with them.

This extraordinary design in life invalidated Darwinism at the
end of the 20th century.

We have dealt with this subject in great detail in some of our
other studies, and shall continue to do so. However, we think that,
considering its importance, it will be helpful to make a short
summary here as well.

The Scientific Collapse of Darwinism

Although a doctrine going back as far as ancient Greece, the
theory of evolution was advanced extensively in the |9th century.
The most important development that made the theory the top
topic of the world of science was the book by Charles Darwin
titled The Origin of Species published in 1859. In this book, Darwin
denied that different living species on the earth were created
separately by God. According to Darwin, all living beings had a
common ancestor and they diversified over time through small
changes.

Darwin's theory was not based on any concrete scientific
finding; as he also accepted, it was just an "assumption.”" Moreover,
as Darwin confessed in the long chapter of his book titled
"Difficulties of the Theory," the theory was failing in the face of
many critical questions.

Darwin invested all his hopes in new scientific discoveries,

71 ﬁﬁl




HOW DO THE UNWISE INTERPRET THE QUR'AN?

which he expected to solve the "Difficulties of the Theory."
However, contrary to his expectations, scientific findings
expanded the dimensions of these difficulties.

The defeat of Darwinism against science can be reviewed
under three basic topics:

I) The theory can by no means explain how life originated on
the earth.

2) There is no scientific finding showing that the "evolutionary
mechanisms" proposed by the theory have any power to evolve at
all.

3) The fossil record proves completely the contrary of the
suggestions of the theory of evolution.

In this section, we will examine these three basic points in
general outlines:

The First Insurmountable Step: The Origin of Life

The theory of evolution posits that all living species evolved
from a single living cell that emerged on the primitive earth 3.8
billion years ago. How a single cell could generate millions of
complex living species and, if such an evolution really occurred,
why traces of it cannot be observed in the fossil record are some
of the questions the theory cannot answer. However, first and
foremost, of the first step of the alleged evolutionary process it has
to be inquired: How did this "first cell" originate?

Since the theory of evolution denies creation and does not
accept any kind of supernatural intervention, it maintains that the
"first cell" originated coincidentally within the laws of nature,
without any design, plan, or arrangement. According to the theory,
inanimate matter must have produced a living cell as a result of
coincidences. This, however, is a claim inconsistent with even the
most unassailable rules of biology.
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"Life Comes from Life"

In his book, Darwin never referred to the origin of life. The
primitive understanding of science in his time rested on the
assumption that living beings had a very simple structure. Since
medieval times, spontaneous generation, the theory asserting that
non-living materials came together to form living organisms, had
been widely accepted. It was commonly believed that insects came
into being from food leftovers, and mice from wheat. Interesting
experiments were conducted to prove this theory. Some wheat
was placed on a dirty piece of cloth, and it was believed that mice
would originate from it after a while. Similarly, worms developing
in meat was assumed to be evidence of spontaneous generation.
However, only some time later was it understood that worms did
not appear on meat spontaneously, but were carried there by flies
in the form of larvae, invisible to the naked eye.

Even in the period when Darwin wrote The Origin of Species,
the belief that bacteria could come into existence from non-living
matter was widely accepted in the world of science.

However, five years after Darwin's book was published, the
discovery of Louis Pasteur disproved this belief, which constituted
the groundwork of evolution. Pasteur summarized the conclusion
he reached after time-consuming studies and experiments: "The
claim that inanimate matter can originate life is buried in history
for good." 2

Advocates of the theory of evolution resisted the findings of
Pasteur for a long time. However, as the development of science
unraveled the complex structure of the cell of a living being, the
idea that life could come into being coincidentally faced an even
greater impasse.
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Inconclusive Efforts in the 20th Century

The first evolutionist who took up the subject of the origin of
life in the 20th century was the renowned Russian biologist
Alexander Oparin. With various theses he advanced in the 1930's,
he tried to prove that the cell of a living being could originate by
coincidence. These studies, however, were doomed to failure, and
Oparin had to make the following confession:

Unfortunately, the origin of the cell remains a question which
is actually the darkest point of the entire evolution theory.3

Evolutionist followers of Oparin tried to carry out
experiments to solve the problem of the origin of life. The best
known of these experiments was carried out by American chemist
Stanley Miller in 1953. Combining the gases he alleged to have
existed in the primordial earth's atmosphere in an experiment set-
up, and adding energy to the mixture, Miller synthesized several
organic molecules (amino acids) present in the structure of
proteins.

Barely a few years had passed before it was revealed that this
experiment, which was then presented as an important step in the
name of evolution, was invalid, the atmosphere used in the
experiment having been very different from real earth conditions.4

After a long silence, Miller confessed that the atmosphere
medium he used was unrealistic.?

All the evolutionist efforts put forth throughout the 20th
century to explain the origin of life ended with failure. The
geochemist Jeffrey Bada from San Diego Scripps Institute accepts
this fact in an article published in Earth magazine in 1998:

Today as we leave the twentieth century, we still face the
biggest unsolved problem that we had when we entered the
twentieth century: How did life originate on Earth? é
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The Complex Structure of Life

The primary reason why the theory of evolution ended up in
such a big impasse about the origin of life is that even the living
organisms deemed the simplest have incredibly complex
structures. The cell of a living being is more complex than all of the
technological products produced by man. Today, even in the most
developed laboratories of the world, a living cell cannot be
produced by bringing inorganic materials together.

The conditions required for the formation of a cell are too
great in quantity to be explained away by coincidences. The
probability of proteins, the building blocks of cell, being
synthesized coincidentally, is | in 10930 for an average protein
made up of 500 amino acids. In mathematics, a probability smaller
than | over 1050 is practically considered to be impossible.

The DNA molecule, which is located in the nucleus of the cell
and which stores genetic information, is an incredible databank. It
is calculated that if the information coded in DNA were written
down, this would make a giant library consisting of 900 volumes of
encyclopaedias of 500 pages each.

A very interesting dilemma emerges at this point: the DNA can
only replicate with the help of some specialized proteins
(enzymes). However, the synthesis of these enzymes can only be
realized by the information coded in DNA. As they both depend
on each other, they have to exist at the same time for replication.
This brings the scenario that life originated by itself to a deadlock.
Prof. Leslie Orgel, an evolutionist of repute from the University of
San Diego, California, confesses this fact in the September 1994
issue of the Scientific American magazine:

It is extremely improbable that proteins and nucleic acids,
both of which are structurally complex, arose spontaneously
in the same place at the same time. Yet it also seems
impossible to have one without the other. And so, at first
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glance, one might have to conclude that life could never, in
fact, have originated by chemical means.”

No doubt, if it is impossible for life to have originated from
natural causes, then it has to be accepted that life was "created" in
a supernatural way. This fact explicitly invalidates the theory of
evolution, whose main purpose is to deny creation.

Imaginary Mechanisms of Evolution

The second important point that negates Darwin's theory is
that both concepts put forward by the theory as "evolutionary
mechanisms" were understood to have, in reality, no evolutionary
power.

Darwin based his evolution allegation entirely on the
mechanism of "natural selection". The importance he placed on
this mechanism was evident in the name of his book: The Origin
of Species, By Means Of Natural Selection...

Natural selection holds that those living things that are
stronger and more suited to the natural conditions of their
habitats will survive in the struggle for life. For example, in a deer
herd under the threat of attack by wild animals, those that can run
faster will survive. Therefore, the deer herd will be comprised of
faster and stronger individuals. However, unquestionably, this
mechanism will not cause deer to evolve and transform themselves
into another living species, for instance, horses.

Therefore, the mechanism of natural selection has no
evolutionary power. Darwin was also aware of this fact and had to
state this in his book The Origin of Species:

Natural selection can do nothing until favourable variations
chance to occur. 8
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Lamarck's Impact

So, how could these "favourable variations" occur? Darwin
tried to answer this question from the standpoint of the primitive
understanding of science in his age. According to the French
biologist Lamarck, who lived before Darwin, living creatures
passed on the traits they acquired during their lifetime to the next
generation and these traits, accumulating from one generation to
another, caused new species to be formed. For instance, according
to Lamarck, giraffes evolved from antelopes; as they struggled to
eat the leaves of high trees, their necks were extended from
generation to generation.

Darwin also gave similar examples, and in his book The Origin
of Species, for instance, said that some bears going into water to
find food transformed themselves into whales over time. ?

However, the laws of inheritance discovered by Mendel and
verified by the science of genetics that flourished in the 20th
century, utterly demolished the legend that acquired traits were
passed on to subsequent generations. Thus, natural selection fell
out of favour as an evolutionary mechanism.

Neo-Darwinism and Mutations

In order to find a solution, Darwinists advanced the "Modern
Synthetic Theory", or as it is more commonly known, Neo-
Darwinism, at the end of the 1930's. Neo-Darwinism added
mutations, which are distortions formed in the genes of living
beings because of external factors such as radiation or replication
errors, as the "cause of favourable variations" in addition to natural
mutation.

Today, the model that stands for evolution in the world is
Neo-Darwinism. The theory maintains that millions of living beings
present on the earth formed as a result of a process whereby
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numerous complex organs of these organisms such as the ears,
eyes, lungs, and wings, underwent "mutations," that is, genetic
disorders. Yet, there is an outright scientific fact that totally
undermines this theory: Mutations do not cause living beings to
develop; on the contrary, they always cause harm to them.

The reason for this is very simple: the DNA has a very
complex structure and random effects can only cause harm to it.
American geneticist B.G. Ranganathan explains this as follows:

Mutations are small, random, and harmful. They rarely occur
and the best possibility is that they will be ineffectual. These
four characteristics of mutations imply that mutations cannot
lead to an evolutionary development. A random change in a
highly specialised organism is either ineffectual or harmful. A
random change in a watch cannot improve the watch. It will
most probably harm it or at best be ineffectual. An earthquake
does not improve the city, it brings destruction.!0

Not surprisingly, no mutation example, which is useful, that is,
which is observed to develop the genetic code, has been observed
so far. All mutations have proved to be harmful. It was understood
that mutation, which is presented as an "evolutionary mechanism,"
is actually a genetic occurrence that harms living beings, and leaves
them disabled. (The most common effect of mutation on human
beings is cancer). No doubt, a destructive mechanism cannot be an
"evolutionary mechanism." Natural selection, on the other hand,
"can do nothing by itself" as Darwin also accepted. This fact shows
us that there is no "evolutionary mechanism" in nature. Since no
evolutionary mechanism exists, neither could any imaginary
process called evolution have taken place.
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The Fossil Record: No Sign of Intermediate Forms

The clearest evidence that the scenario suggested by the
theory of evolution did not take place is the fossil record.

According to the theory of evolution, every living species has
sprung from a predecessor. A previously existing species turned
into something else in time and all species have come into being in
this way. According to the theory, this transformation proceeds
gradually over millions of years.

Had this been the case, then numerous intermediary species
should have existed and lived within this long transformation
period.

For instance, some half-fish/half-reptiles should have lived in
the past which had acquired some reptilian traits in addition to the
fish traits they already had. Or there should have existed some
reptile-birds, which acquired some bird traits in addition to the
reptilian traits they already had. Since these would be in a
transitional phase, they should be disabled, defective, crippled
living beings. Evolutionists refer to these imaginary creatures,
which they believe to have lived in the past, as "transitional forms."

If such animals had really existed, there should be millions and
even billions of them in number and variety. More importantly, the
remains of these strange creatures should be present in the fossil
record. In The Origin of Species, Darwin explained:

If my theory be true, numberless intermediate varieties,
linking most closely all of the species of the same group
together must assuredly have existed... Consequently,
evidence of their former existence could be found only
amongst fossil remains.!!
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Darwin's Hopes Shattered

However, although evolutionists have been making strenuous
efforts to find fossils since the middle of the 19th century all over
the world, no transitional forms have yet been uncovered. All the
fossils unearthed in excavations showed that, contrary to the
expectations of evolutionists, life appeared on earth all of a sudden
and fully-formed.

A famous British paleontologist, Derek V. Ager, admits this
fact, even though he is an evolutionist:

The point emerges that if we examine the fossil rec,ord in
detail, whether at the level of orders or of species, we find —
over and over again — not gradual evolution, but the sudden
explosion of one group at the expense of another.!2

This means that in the fossil record, all living species suddenly
emerge as fully formed, without any intermediate forms in
between. This is just the opposite of Darwin's assumptions. Also,
it is very strong evidence that living beings are created. The only
explanation of a living species emerging suddenly and complete in
every detail without any evolutionary ancestor can be that this
species was created. This fact is admitted also by the widely known
evolutionist biologist Douglas Futuyma:

Creation and evolution, between them, exhaust the possible
explanations for the origin of living things. Organisms either
appeared on the earth fully developed or they did not. If they
did not, they must have developed from pre-existing species
by some process of modification. If they did appear in a fully
developed state, they must indeed have been created by
some omnipotent intelligence.!3
Fossils show that living beings emerged fully developed and in
a perfect state on the earth. That means that "the origin of species”
is, contrary to Darwin's supposition, not evolution but creation.
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The Tale of Human Evolution

The subject most often brought up by the advocates of the
theory of evolution is the subject of the origin of man. The
Darwinist claim holds that the modern men of today evolved from
some kind of ape-like creatures. During this alleged evolutionary
process, which is supposed to have started 4-5 million years ago,
it is claimed that there existed some "transitional forms" between
modern man and his ancestors. According to this completely
imaginary scenario, four basic "categories" are listed:

I. Australopithecus

2. Homo habilis

3. Homo erectus

4. Homo sapiens

Evolutionists call the so-called first ape-like ancestors of men
"Australopithecus" which means "South African ape." These living
beings are actually nothing but an old ape species that has become
extinct. Extensive research done on various Australopithecus
specimens by two world famous anatomists from England and the
USA, namely, Lord Solly Zuckerman and Prof. Charles Oxnard, has
shown that these belonged to an ordinary ape species that became
extinct and bore no resemblance to humans.!4

Evolutionists classify the next stage of human evolution as
"homo," that is "man." According to the evolutionist claim, the
living beings in the Homo series are more developed than
Australopithecus. Evolutionists devise a fanciful evolution scheme
by arranging different fossils of these creatures in a particular
order. This scheme is imaginary because it has never been proved
that there is an evolutionary relation between these different
classes. Ernst Mayr, one of the foremost defenders of the theory
of evolution in the 20th century, admits this fact by saying that "the
chain reaching as far as Homo sapiens is actually lost." I3

By outlining the link chain as "Australopithecus > Homo habilis
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> Homo erectus > Homo sapiens," evolutionists imply that each
of these species is one another's ancestor. However, recent
findings of paleoanthropologists have revealed that
Australopithecus, Homo habilis and Homo erectus lived at
different parts of the world at the same time.!®

Moreover, a certain segment of humans classified as Homo
erectus have lived up until very modern times. Homo sapiens
neandarthalensis and Homo sapiens sapiens (modern man) co-
existed in the same region.!”

This situation apparently indicates the invalidity of the claim
that they are ancestors of one another. A paleontologist from
Harvard University, Stephen Jay Gould, explains this deadlock of
the theory of evolution although he is an evolutionist himself:

What has become of our ladder if there are three coexisting
lineages of hominids (A. africanus, the robust
australopithecines, and H. habilis), none clearly derived from
another? Moreover, none of the three display any
evolutionary trends during their tenure on earth. 8

Put briefly, the scenario of human evolution, which is sought to
be upheld with the help of various drawings of some "half ape, half
human" creatures appearing in the media and course books, that
is, frankly, by means of propaganda, is nothing but a tale with no
scientific ground.

Lord Solly Zuckerman, one of the most famous and respected
scientists in the U.K., who carried out research on this subject for
years, and particularly studied Australopithecus fossils for |5
years, finally concluded, despite being an evolutionist himself, that
there is, in fact, no such family tree branching out from ape-like
creatures to man.

Zuckerman also made an interesting "spectrum of science." He
formed a spectrum of sciences ranging from those he considered
scientific to those he considered unscientific. According to
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Zuckerman's spectrum, the most "scientific"—that is, depending on
concrete data—fields of science are chemistry and physics. After
them come the biological sciences and then the social sciences. At
the far end of the spectrum, which is the part considered to be
most "unscientific," are "extra-sensory perception"—concepts such
as telepathy and sixth sense—and finally "human evolution."
Zuckerman explains his reasoning:

We then move right off the register of objective truth into
those fields of presumed biological science, like extrasensory
perception or the interpretation of man's fossil history,
where to the faithful (evolutionist) anything is possible - and
where the ardent believer (in evolution) is sometimes able to
believe several contradictory things at the same time.!?

The tale of human evolution boils down to nothing but the
prejudiced interpretations of some fossils unearthed by certain
people, who blindly adhere to their theory.

Technology in the Eye and the Ear

Another subject that remains unanswered by evolutionary
theory is the excellent quality of perception in the eye and the ear.

Before passing on to the subject of the eye, let us briefly
answer the question of "how we see". Light rays coming from an
object fall oppositely on the retina of the eye. Here, these light
rays are transmitted into electric signals by cells and they reach a
tiny spot at the back of the brain called the centre of vision. These
electric signals are perceived in this centre of the brain as an image
after a series of processes. With this technical background, let us
do some thinking.

The brain is insulated from light. That means that the inside of
the brain is solid dark, and light does not reach the location where
the brain is situated. The place called the centre of vision is a solid
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dark place where no light ever reaches; it may even be the darkest
place you have ever known. However, you observe a luminous,
bright world in this pitch darkness.

The image formed in the eye is so sharp and distinct that even
the technology of the 20th century has not been able to attain it.
For instance, look at the book you read, your hands with which
you hold it, then lift your head and look around you. Have you
ever seen such a sharp and distinct image as this one at any other
place? Even the most developed television screen produced by the
greatest television producer in the world cannot provide such a
sharp image for you. This is a three-dimensional, coloured, and
extremely sharp image. For more than 100 years, thousands of
engineers have been trying to achieve this sharpness. Factories,
huge premises were established, much research has been done,
plans and designs have been made for this purpose. Again, look at
a TV screen and the book you hold in your hands. You will see that
there is a big difference in sharpness and distinction. Moreover, the
TV screen shows you a two-dimensional image, whereas with your
eyes, you watch a three-dimensional perspective having depth.

For many years, ten of thousands of engineers have tried to
make a three-dimensional TV, and reach the vision quality of the
eye. Yes, they have made a three-dimensional television system but
it is not possible to watch it without putting on glasses; moreover,
it is only an artificial three-dimension. The background is more
blurred, the foreground appears like a paper setting. Never has it
been possible to produce a sharp and distinct vision like that of the
eye. In both the camera and the television, there is a loss of image
quality.

Evolutionists claim that the mechanism producing this sharp
and distinct image has been formed by chance. Now, if somebody
told you that the television in your room was formed as a result
of chance, that all its atoms just happened to come together and
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make up this device that produces an image, what would you
think? How can atoms do what thousands of people cannot?

If a device producing a more primitive image than the eye
could not have been formed by chance, then it is very evident that
the eye and the image seen by the eye could not have been formed
by chance. The same situation applies to the ear. The outer ear
picks up the available sounds by the auricle and directs them to the
middle ear; the middle ear transmits the sound vibrations by
intensifying them; the inner ear sends these vibrations to the brain
by translating them into electric signals. Just as with the eye, the
act of hearing finalises in the centre of hearing in the brain.

The situation in the eye is also true for the ear. That is, the
brain is insulated from sound just like it is from light: it does not
let any sound in. Therefore, no matter how noisy is the outside,
the inside of the brain is completely silent. Nevertheless, the
sharpest sounds are perceived in the brain. In your brain, which is
insulated from sound, you listen to the symphonies of an
orchestra, and hear all the noises in a crowded place. However, if
the sound level in your brain was measured by a precise device at
that moment, it would be seen that a complete silence is prevailing
there.

As is the case with imagery, decades of effort have been spent
in trying to generate and reproduce sound that is faithful to the
original. The results of these efforts are sound recorders, high-
fidelity systems, and systems for sensing sound. Despite all this
technology and the thousands of engineers and experts who have
been working on this endeavour, no sound has yet been obtained
that has the same sharpness and clarity as the sound perceived by
the ear. Think of the highest-quality HI-Fl systems produced by the
biggest company in the music industry. Even in these devices, when
sound is recorded some of it is lost; or when you turn on a HI-Fl
you always hear a hissing sound before the music starts. However,
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the sounds that are the products of the technology of the human
body are extremely sharp and clear. A human ear never perceives
a sound accompanied by a hissing sound or with atmospherics as
does HI-Fl; it perceives sound exactly as it is, sharp and clear. This
is the way it has been since the creation of man.

So far, no visual or recording apparatus produced by man has
been as sensitive and successful in perceiving sensory data as are
the eye and the ear.

However, as far as seeing and hearing are concerned, a far
greater fact lies beyond all this.

To Whom Does the Consciousness that Sees
and Hears Within the Brain Belong?

Who is it that watches an alluring world in its brain, listens to
symphonies and the twittering of birds, and smells the rose?

The stimulations coming from the eyes, ears, and nose of a
human being travel to the brain as electro-chemical nervous
impulses. In biology, physiology, and biochemistry books, you can
find many details about how this image forms in the brain.
However, you will never come across the most important fact
about this subject: Who is it that perceives these electro-chemical
nervous impulses as images, sounds, odours and sensory events in
the brain? There is a consciousness in the brain that perceives all
this without feeling any need for eye, ear, and nose. To whom does
this consciousness belong? There is no doubt that this
consciousness does not belong to the nerves, the fat layer and
neurons comprising the brain. This is why Darwinist-materialists,
who believe that everything is comprised of matter, cannot give
any answer to these questions.

For this consciousness is the spirit created by God. The spirit
needs neither the eye to watch the images, nor the ear to hear the
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sounds. Furthermore, nor does it need the brain to think.

Everyone who reads this explicit and scientific fact should
ponder on Almighty God, should fear Him and seek refuge in Him,
He Who squeezes the entire universe in a pitch-dark place of a
few cubic centimeters in a three-dimensional, coloured, shadowy,
and luminous form.

A Materialist Faith

The information we have presented so far shows us that the
theory of evolution is a claim evidently at variance with scientific
findings. The theory's claim on the origin of life is inconsistent with
science, the evolutionary mechanisms it proposes have no
evolutionary power, and fossils demonstrate that the intermediate
forms required by the theory never existed. So, it certainly follows
that the theory of evolution should be pushed aside as an
unscientific idea. This is how many ideas such as the earth-
centered universe model have been taken out of the agenda of
science throughout history.

However, the theory of evolution is pressingly kept on the
agenda of science. Some people even try to represent criticisms
directed against the theory as an "attack on science." Why?

The reason is that the theory of evolution is an indispensable
dogmatic belief for some circles. These circles are blindly devoted
to materialist philosophy and adopt Darwinism because it is the
only materialist explanation that can be put forward for the
workings of nature.

Interestingly enough, they also confess this fact from time to
time. A well known geneticist and an outspoken evolutionist,
Richard C. Lewontin from Harvard University, confesses that he is
"first and foremost a materialist and then a scientist":

It is not that the methods and institutions of science
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somehow compel us accept a material explanation of the
phenomenal world, but, on the contrary, that we are forced
by our a priori adherence to material causes to create an
apparatus of investigation and a set of concepts that produce
material explanations, no matter how counter-intuitive, no
matter how mystifying to the uninitiated. Moreover, that
materialism is absolute, so we cannot allow a Divine Foot in
the door. 20

These are explicit statements that Darwinism is a dogma kept
alive just for the sake of adherence to the materialist philosophy.
This dogma maintains that there is no being save matter.
Therefore, it argues that inanimate, unconscious matter created
life. It insists that millions of different living species; for instance,
birds, fish, giraffes, tigers, insects, trees, flowers, whales and human
beings originated as a result of the interactions between matter
such as the pouring rain, the lightning flash, etc., out of inanimate
matter. This is a precept contrary both to reason and science. Yet
Darwinists continue to defend it just so as "not to allow a Divine
Foot in the door."

Anyone who does not look at the origin of living beings with a
materialist prejudice will see this evident truth: All living beings are
works of a Creator, Who is All-Powerful, All-Wise and All-
Knowing. This Creator is God, Who created the whole universe
from non-existence, designed it in the most perfect form, and
fashioned all living beings.

They said 'Glory be to You!
We have no knowledge except what
You have taught us. You are the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.'
(Surat al-Baqarah: 32)
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Many people think that Darwin's Theory of Evolution is
a proven fact. Contrary to this conventional wisdom,
recent developments in science completely disprove
the theory. The only reason Darwinism is still foisted on
people by means of a worldwide propaganda campaign
lies in the ideological aspects of the theory. All secular
ideologies and philosophies try to provide a basis for
themselves by relying on the theory of evolution.

This book clarifies the scientific collapse of the theory
of evolution in a way that is detailed but easy to
understand. It reveals the frauds and distortions
committed by evolutionists to "prove" evolution. Finally
it analyzes the powers and motives that strive to keep
this theory alive and make people believe in it.

Anyone who wants to learn about the origin of living
things, including mankind, needs to read this book. The
Evolution Deceit is also available in ltalian, French,
Indonesian, Russian and Serbo-Croat (Bosnian).

Fascism and communism,
which made humanity suffer
dark times, are considered to
be opposed ideas. However,
these ideologies are fed from
the same source, on the
grounds of which they can
attract masses to their side.
This source has never drawn
attention, always remaining
behind the scenes. This
source is the materialist philosophy and its
adaptation to nature, which is DARWINISM. The
acknowledgement of the scientific invalidity of this
theory that serves as a basis for cruel dictators and
vicious ideological trends will bring about the end
of all these detrimental ideologies.
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People who are oppressed,
who are tortured to death,
innocent babies, those who
cannot afford even a loaf of
bread, who must sleep in
tents or even in streets in cold
weather, those who are
massacred just because they
belong to a certain tribe,
women, children, and old
people who are expelled from
their homes because of their
religion... Eventually, there is only one solution to
the injustice, chaos, terror, massacres, hunger,
poverty, and oppression: the morals of the Qur'an.
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Darwin said: "If it could be
demonstrated that any complex
organ existed, which could not
possibly have been formed by
numerous, successive, slight
modifications, my theory would
absolutely break down." When
you read this book, you will see
that Darwin's theory has
absolutely broken down, just as
he feared it would.

A thorough examination of the feathers of a bird, the
sonar system of a bat or the wing structure of a fly
reveal amazingly complex designs. And these designs
indicate that they are created flawlessly by Allah.

THE DESIGN
I MATURE

This book deals with how the
theory of evolution is invalidated
by scientific findings and
experiments in a concise and
simple language.

How was matter and time
created from nothingness?
What does the Big Bang theory
signify about the creation of the
universe? What is the
parallelism between Einstein's
Theory of Relativity and the
Qur'anic verses?

All of these questions are
answered in this book. If you
want to learn the truths about
space, matter, time and fate, read this book.



When a person examines his own body or any other
living thing in nature, the world or the whole universe,
in it he sees a great design, art, plan and intelligence.
All this is evidence proving Allah's being, unit, and
eternal power.

For Men of Understanding was written to make the
reader see and realise some of the evidence of
creation in nature. For Men of Understanding is also
available in Indonesian.

Colours, patterns, spots even
lines of each living being
existing in nature have a
meaning. An attentive eye
would immediately recognise
that not only the living beings,
but also everything in nature are
just as they should be.
Furthermore, he would realise
that everything is given to the
service of man: the comforting
blue colour of the sky, the colourful view of flowers, the
bright green trees and meadows, the moon and stars
illuminating the world in pitch darkness together with
innumerable beauties surrounding man...
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The unprecedented style and the superior
wisdom inherent in the Qur'an is conclusive
evidence confirming that it is the Word of Allah.
Apart from this, there are a number of miracles
verifying the fact that the Qur'an is the revelation
of Allah, one of them being that, 1,400 years ago,
it declared a number of scientific facts that have
only been established thanks to the technological
breakthroughs of the 20th century. In this book,
in addition to the scientific miracles of the Qur'an,
you will also find messages regarding the future.
Mracles of the Qur'an is also available in Serbo-
Croat (Bosnian).

The world is a temporary place
specially created by God to test
man. That is why, it is inherently
flawed and far from satisfying
man's endless needs and
desires. Each and every
attraction existing in the world
eventually wears out, becomes
corrupt, decays and finally
disappears. This is the never-
changing reality of life.

This book explains this most important essence of life
and leads man to ponder the real place to which he
belongs, namely the Hereafter.

Never plead ignorance of
Allah's evident existence,
that everything was created
by Allah, that everything you
own was given to you by
Allah for your subsistence,
that you will not stay so long
in this world, of the reality of
death, that the Qur'an is the
Book of truth, that you will
give account for your deeds,
of the voice of your conscience that always invites
you to righteousness, of the existence of the
hereafter and the day of account, that hell is the
eternal home of severe punishment, and of the
reality of fate.
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The purpose of this book is to
warn people against the day
on which they will say "If only
we did not rebel against God.
If only we listened to the
messengers..." and therefore
feel deep regret. This is a
summons to live for the cause
of God when there is still time.

The plan, design, and delicate balance existing
in our bodies and reaching into even the
remotest corners of the incredibly vast universe
must surely have a superior Creator. Man is
unable to see his Creator yet he can
nevertheless grasp His existence, strength, and
wisdom by means of his intellect. This book is a
summons to think. A summons to ponder over
the universe and living beings and see how they
have been created flawlessly.



Man is a being to which God has granted the faculty of
thinking. Yet a majority of people fail to employ this
faculty as they should... The purpose of this book is to
summon people to think in the way they should and to
guide them in their efforts to think. This book is also
available in Indonesian.

In this book you will find
explanations about eternity,
timelessness and spacelessness
that you will never have
encountered anywhere else and
you will be confronted by the
reality that eternity has already
begun. The real answers to many
questions people always ponder
such as the true nature of death,
resurrection after death, the
existence of an eternal life, and the time when all these
things will happen are to be found here...
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These millimeter-sized animals that we frequently
come across but don't care much about have an
excellent ability for organization and specialization that
is not to be matched by any other being on earth.
These aspects of ants create in one a great admiration
for God's superior power and unmatched creation.
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Many societies that rebelled
against the will of God or
regarded His messengers
as enemies were wiped off
the face of the earth
completely... Perished
Nations examines these
penalties as revealed in the
verses of the Quran and in
light of archaeological
discoveries. This book is
also available in French, Spanish, Russian and
Portuguese.

God, in the Qur'an, calls the
culture of people who are not
subject to the religion of God
"ignorance." Only a comparison
of this culture with the
honourable thoughts and moral
structure of the Qur'an can
reveal its primitive and corrupted
nature. The purpose of this book
is to take this comparison
further, displaying the extent of
the "crude understanding" of ignorant societies.

Today, science has proven that the universe was
created from nothing with a Big Bang. Moreover,
all physical balances of the universe are designed
to support human life. Everything from the nuclear
reactions in stars to the chemical properties of a
carbon atom or a water molecule, is created in a
glorious harmony. This is the exalted and flawless
creation of God, the Lord of All the Worlds. The
Creation of the Universe is also available in
French.



We fall sick many times
throughout our lives. When
the events of "sickness" and
"recovering" take place, our
bodies become a battleground
in which a bitter struggle is
taking place. Microbes
invisible to our eyes intrude
into our body and begin to
increase rapidly. The body
however has a mechanism
that combats them. Known as the "immune system",
this mechanism is the most disciplined, most
complex and successful army of the world. This
system proves that the human body is the outcome
of a unique design that has been planned with a
great wisdom and skill. In other words, the human
body is the evidence of a flawless creation, which is
the peerless creation of God.

Scientific progress makes
it clear that living beings
have an extremely
complex structure and an
order that is too perfect to
have come into being by
accident. Recently, for
example, the perfect
structure in the human
gene became a top issue
as a result of hte
completion of the Human Genome Project. In
this book, the unique creation of God is once
again disclosed for all to see.
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In a body that is made up of
atoms, you breathe in air, eat
food, and drink liquids that
are all composed of atoms.
Everything you see is nothing
but the result of the collision
of electrons of atoms with
photons.

=] In this book, the implausibility
of the spontaneous formation
of an atom, the building-block
of everything, living or non-living, is related and the
flawless nature of God's creation is demonstrated.
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Just as a tiny key opens a
huge door, this book will
open new horizons for its
readers. And the reality
behind that door is the
most important reality that
one can come across in
one's lifetime. Relating
the amazing and
admirable features of
spiders known by few
people and asking the questions of "how" and
"why" in the process, this book reveals the
excellence and perfection inherent in God's
creation.

There are questions about
religion that people seek
answers to and hope to be
enlightened in the best way.
However in most cases,
people base their opinions on
hearsay rather than acquiring
them from the real source of
religion: the Qur'an. In these
booklets, you will find the
most accurate answers to all
the questions you seek answers for and learn your
responsibilities towards your Creator.

In the Qur'an, conscience
has a meaning and
importance beyond its
common and everyday
use. This book introduces
the real concept of
conscience that is related
in the Qur'an and draws
our attention to the kind
of understanding, thought,
and wisdom that a truly
conscientious person has.

One of the principal
deceptions that impel people
into delinquency is the fact
that they constantly forget the
basic facts of life. This book
summons man to remember
facts that his soul prompts
him to forget.
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"Everything that constitutes
our life is a totality of
perceptions received by
our soul. The things,
people, places and events
that make our world and
our lives meaningful are
like a dream; we perceive
them only as images in our
brain, and have nothing to
do with their truth or
reality..."

In the book, which consists of a conversation
between four people, the prejudices that prevent
people from understanding this great truth are
removed, and the misconceptions they have are
explained.




In the Qur'an, there is an
explicit reference to the
"second coming of the Jesus
to the world" which is
heralded in a hadith. The
realisation of some
information revealed in the
Qur'an about Jesus can only
be possible by Jesus' second
coming...

A study that examines and
seeks to remind us of the
basic moral principles of the
Qur'an, particularly those that
are most likely to be forgotten
or neglected at times.
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One of the principal deceptions that impels people
into delinquency and makes them pursue their
own desires is their heedlessness of death. Both
human beings and the universe they live in are
mortal. What awaits the disbelievers in the next
world is more dreadful: the eternal wrath of hell.
This book, based on the verses of the Qur'an,
makes a detailed depiction of the moment of
death, the day of judgement, and the penalties in
hell, and it sounds a warning about the great
danger facing us. Death Resurrection Hell is also
available in Polish.
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[RUTH?
The most serious mistake a man makes is not
pondering. It is not possible to find the truth unless
one thinks about basic questions such as "How and
why am | here?", "Who created me?", or "Where am |
going?." Failing to do so, one becomes trapped in the
vicious circle of daily life and turns into a selfish
creature caring only for himself. Ever Thought About
the Truth? summons people to think on such basic

questions and to discover the real meaning of life.
This book is also available in French.
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The Qur'an has been revealed to us so that we
may read and ponder. The Basic Concepts of the
Qur'an is a useful resource prepared as a guide to
thinking. Some basic Islamic concepts like the
soul, conscience, wisdom, loyalty, submission to
God, brotherhood, modesty, prayer, patience, are
discussed in the light of Qur'anic verses. This
book is also available in Portuguese.

Have you ever asked yourself
questions like these: How did
our earth come into
existence? How did the moon
and sun come into being?
Where were you before you
were born? How did oceans,
trees, animals appear on
earth? How does a little tiny
bee know how to produce
delicious honey? How can it build a honeycomb with
such astonishingly regular edges? Who was the first
human being? In this book you will find the true
answers to these questions.

These books, prepared for kids, are about the
miraculous characteristics of the living things on
the Earth. Full colour and written in a concise
style, these books give your children the
opportunity to get to know God and His perfect
artistry in creation.



VIDEO FILMS
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The works of Harun Yahya are also produced
in the form of documentary films and audio
cassettes. In addition to English, some of
these products are also available in English,
Arabic, German, and Russian.

THE FACT OF CREATION
AUDlO CASSET]'E SERIES

The titles in this series include The Theory of
Evolution The Fact of Creation, The Creation of
the Universe/The Balances in the Earth, The
Miracle in the Cell/The Miracle of Birth, The
Miracle in the Eye/The Miracle in the Ear, The
Design in Animals/The Design in Plants, The
Miracle in the Honeybee/The Miracle in the

-.._‘-—ﬁr—..._-—- e o | ANt, The Miracle in the Mosquito/The Miracle in

The audio cassettes
Perished Nations
and The Dark Face
of Darwin were
inspired by the works
of Harun Yahya

the Spider, Self-Sacrifice in Living
Things/Migration and Orientation, The Miracle
of Creation in DNA, Miracles of the Qur'an.

The Collapse of Evolution
The Fact of Creation audio
cassette is also available in
Russian.



HARUN YAHYA ON THE INTERNET

YOU CAN FIND ALL THE WORKS OF
HARUN YAHYA ON THE INTERNET

« Scientific refutation of Darwinism, the greatest
deception of our age.

+ Dozens of books including hundreds of pages of
information about the signs of God's creation.

+ Extremely valuable works that will guide you to
think on the real aspects of life by reading the
morals of the Qur'an.

« Harun Yahya's political, scientific and faith-related
articles that have appeared in various magazines
and newspapers around the world.

* Audio recordings and documentary videos inspired
by the works of Harun Yahya.

» And many more attractive presentations...

www.hyahya.org
e-mail: info@harunyahya.org

www.creationofuniverse.com
e-mail: info@creationofuniverse.com

www.evolutiondeceit.com
e-mail: info@evolutiondeceit.com
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www.jesuswillreturn.com
e-mail: info@jesuswillreturn.com

www.perishednations.com
e-mail: info@perishednations.com




