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'\1I.I'|||II' 4 8% dR Allack On JETUSRIEM 4
Church of the Haly Sepuichre would

be o Christians. or & profanation of
ihe Walling Wall would be 1 Orihados
ews Lowi wesk. n day before the begin
rung of the lslamic New Year, 8 mysie
4 Bandd of Mislion Eaaiice seiawd (he
Sacred Mosgue of Mecca WLEIng an un
known number of hosinges. Al weal's
end. Lhe sl @l ihe Sacred Mosgue
wis unclear Governmest officins in Ri
ymadh waid that Saudi armed forces. includ-
ing the crazk National Ciuard cormmand-
ed & Pringe Abdulink ibn Abdul Axis
were In “compieie & of the minguic
Oiher soutces, however, sugpesied tha
some of the invaden were hodding ou

Yot the violen: ani-Western, anti-Amer-
leam resction of the mobs refiscied Lhe un-
cerimin currenis of emotional fervor that
the Avatullah has helped lomse within the
alatibe worid of lslan

The Sacred Mosque m o ggentic haly
place thal can hold a8 many VO R0
worshipers. Al the center ol i sourtyand
= 4 acres in wire, B the Ka'ba
Muslims believe thai this cube-shaped
struciume. coverad alwavs by 4 hlack cloth
embroidered in pold, was erected o God
by Abraham and thal i was cleamsed of
pdols by the Propher Muhammad i A D
630 The Ka'bm is the chief foces of
praver and Wl durimg ihe hajl. ihe
pnnual plgrimage ihal this year drew
more than 2 milhon WMuslims w Mecca

chine guns, hand grensdes and daggors

The group was led by 3 man in s
early Twenles. whose name was said b
be Mohammed Abdullah al-"Utsibah Al

ning of the call w prayer. the

) n asked the imam who was lead
ing the service to deciare him the mew
Mahdi—the lslamic messanh, According
1o the bebel of some Muslims, the Mahai
s supposed 10 appear during the new ceon-
twry, The tmam refused. in the ensuing
seuffle his maststent was shot and killed
"W are the followers of the Savior,” eried
the wvaders, aa they Charped across the
great sguare and surrounded the Ka'he
A stmilar atack was auempied that
marning & the Prophet's Maosgue in Me-
dina, 200 miles 1o the north, bl that as
saull failed because authorivies lenrned of
i in advance

When word of ithe mvason neached
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia’s King Khalid
dered the culting of all telephone
welex, lines w ithe oulsade world undil 3
coitld establish whether the gunmen

connecied wilh any oulside group T

ns required by [slamic law, his g
ment sought the permission of the
the relypous leadership, o make &
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