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An oppressive model of
secularism unsustainable

The real Islam is completely
compatible with the values
of democracy, freedom,
equality and brotherhood

ByHarun Yahya i
Istanbul L

uring
the past
few
months,
arguments about
how to combine
secularism and '
Islam in a compatible manner have been.
frequently brought up on the French
agenda.

The thing that started these
arguments has been a swimsuit design
called “burkini® which covers the entire
body of the wearer.

In August, rumerous municipalities
of coastal towns in France banned the
use of this swimsuit. Pletures of armed
French police officers confrontinga
‘woman sitting on a beach wearing a
burkini became & topic of debate on
soclal media.

Even though the State Couneil of
France suspended the ban after a short
time, these developments caused
different reactions.

Some politicians of France
described the burkini as bu'ng

polls, a majority of French people
support the ban on burkind swimsuit.

Even though the burkini dispute is
new to the French society, the origin
of the disagreement dates back to
1980, The issue started with some
female Muslim students' refusal to
remove their headscarves and their
subsequent suspension from school; it
continued with the ban onheadscarves
and religious symbols in state schools
in2004, and it continued to this day in
warious forms.

The defenders of the ban claim that
they are acting in accordance with the
principle of seeularism and French
national values. On the other hand,
with the French Constitution of 1905,
church and state affairs are strictly
separated from each other and seeular
education, freedom of religion, belief
and worship is secured under the law;
however, there is no regulation for
elothing in the coment of the Law,

In other words, the bans issued on
elothing are not based on the law's
ilu&l text but on the interpretation

it

France is known for being the
harshest and strictest implementer
of secularism among the Western
countries. On top of that, this tendency
has been inereasing in the recent years.

Secularism is a fundamental
wvalue that is vital and uniting, Tt isa
system that unites people of different
beliefs and cultures as a society. It
is the guarantee of freedom, peace,
S[Ablhfvdu&iml.ml

symbal for radicalism’t Olhernuldr.r
eritics claimed that it *disturbed the
public order” and “was against the
fundames nialvalut:s uﬂlu. soclety”;

fustice. However, the | of

tohatred, polarisation and hostility in
France where currently more than Smn
Muslims live,

French

prejudices, intolerance, lovelessness,
and most importantly with erronecus
\lt.funhuns wiill render the solution

ible. First of all, those who

should consider these facts and
painstakingly separate the subject of
secularism from the daily political
debates.

The statements of certain
government officials are also closely
related to pur subjeet matter, French
Prime Minister Manuel Valls defends
the ban and defines the burkini as the
“the affirmation of political Islam in the
public space”

Oppression and
compulsion have
absolutely no place
nlslam

He states that “I would like us to be
able to demonstrate that Islam, a great
world religion and the second religion
of France, is fundamentally compatibile
with the Republie, democracy, our
values and equality between men and
women' According to Prime Minister
Walls' statement, a majority of French
people are of the opinion that Tslam is
not compatible with the values of the
Republic.

There have been some attempts to
resolve the issue. In order to help the
Muslim communities in the country
SUCCes sslu]lvmlupl fundamental
Fremn 25, the government is

secularism as a harsh, loveless, obtuse
and fanatical system Ldnpmdum‘
devastating results.

An

fve model of secular:

they it as a “disrespect to
secularism?

One of the reasons why the
statements got harsher s that there
‘will be & presidentizl election next year
in France. According to public opinion

that aims to remove religion from social
life is not fair or sustainable. Trying to
forcefully impose this kind of model is a
betrayal of the fundamental principles
of the French Republic. It will give rise

initiating an education and culture
project called “an Islam of France”!
French Minister of the Interior
Bernard Cazeneuve end authorities
are conducting meetings with Muslim
leaders and opinion leaders to promote
this undmsl.and.mg

is probably a well-intentioned
but insufficient effort. Setting out with

think Islam is oppressive and against
the values of French Republic are all
mistaken.

Those who cause this fallacy are
the fanatics who claim that they are
Muslims, but in fact act In sccordance
with superstitions and beliefs sutside of
the Qur'an. Radical organisations that
‘would not let any opinion outside of
their extremist ideclogies and systems
to exist are also paving the way for this
fallacy.

The real Islam is completely
compatible with the values of
democracy, freedom, equality
and brotherhood. Oppression and
compulsion have absolutely no place
in Islam. The Qur'an heavily preaches
secularism: The following verses
are the most beautiful definitions of
secularism; “There is no compulsion
(and eppression) where the religion s
concerned” (Surat Al-Bagars, 256);
“Vou bive your religion and Thave
my religlon” (Surat Al-Kafirun, 6);
“Say: ‘It is the truth from your Lord;
so let whoever wishes have belief and
‘whoever wishes deny” (Surah Al-Kahf,
25).

In a society where the morals of the
Guur'an are upheld, everyone has full
freedom of belief, no one intervenes
with others' beliefs and everyone is
a first-class eitizen. The Quran is
the source of democracy, freedom,
love, respect, peace, brotherhood
and quallty, and tt affers a modal
of seeularism which can resolve all
the issues of France where millions
of Muslims live. For this reason, the
best move for the French government
would be to initiate an education
programme that is based on the
moral values of the Qur’an as soon as
possible,

Islam ve laikligin nasil uyum icinde bir araya getirilebilecedine dair tartismalar,
gectigimiz yaz aylarinda, Fransa’da siklikla gindem oldu. Bu tartismalari baslatan ise,
bazi Mlsliman bayanlarin kullandigi, tim vicudu kaplayan ve burkini adi verilen bir
tesettlrli mayo modeliydi. Agustos ayinda Fransa’nin bircok sahil kasabasi belediyesi
Silahli polislerin bir plajda burkinisiyle oturan bir kadina

bu mayoya yasak getirdi.

mudahale

etmesi

sosyal

medyada ¢ok konusuldu.

Kisa bir sire sonra Fransiz

Danistay’l yasagi askiya alsa da bu gelismeler ¢ok farkl tepkilere yol acti.

Fransa’nin bazi édnde gelen siyasileri burkiniyi “tehlike”, “provokasyon”,
semboll” gibi keskin ifadelerle sucluyorlar. Daha i1lmh muhalifler ise, “kamu duzenini
“toplumun temel degerlerine aykir”
saygisizlik” ile itham ediyorlar. Ifadelerin sertlik dozajinin yiikselmesinin bir nedeni,
gelecek yil yapilacak cumhurbaskanhdl segimi.
Fransizlarin ¢ogunlugu tesettlrli mayo yasagdini

bozdugunu”

isteyenlerin sesleri ise genelde ciliz kaliyor.

Slphesiz ortada laiklige ve Fransa Cumbhuriyeti'nin mili degerlerine tamamen ters
disen bir durum var. Bu durum ise, Fransiz yliiksek mahkemesinin de acikladigi gibi,
burkini yasaginin bireysel 6zgurlikleri ve inang 6zglrligund ciddi ve acik bir bicimde
ihlal etmesidir. Cunkl gercek laiklik, devletin burkini giyene de bikini giyene de,

oldugunu iddia ediyor;

basortlliye de kiyafeti dekolte olana da ayni saygiyi gostermesidir.

Ortami

Zira kamuoyu arastirmalarina goére,
destekliyor.

“radikalizmin

“laiklige

yatistirmak



Fransiz toplumunda burkini ihtilafi yeni olsa da anlasmazligin gercek kodkeni 1980°li
yillara dayaniyor. Aslinda sorun, o yillarda bazi Misliman kiz 6grencilerin basortilerini
cikarmay! reddetmeleri ve okuldan uzaklastiriimalar ile bashyor; 2004 yilinda devlet
okullarinda basdrtlistu ve dini sembollerin yasaklanmasi ile devam ediyor ve gesitli
bicimlerde ginimuze kadar geliyor.

Yasaklarin savunuculari laiklik ilkesi ve Fransiz milli degerleri dogrultusunda bdyle
hareket ettiklerini ileri slrltyorlar. Bununla birlikte, Fransa’da laikligin kabul edildigi
1905 Anayasasi ile Kilise ve devlet isleri birbirinden tamamen ayrilir, sekiler egitim,
din, inang ve ibadet 6zglrligl garanti altina alinir; yasanin iceriginde ise kiyafetlere
yonelik herhangi bir dizenleme yoktur. Diger bir ifadeyle, giyim kusama iliskin
yasaklar yasanin asil metnine degil yorumuna dayaniyor.

Fransa Batili lGlkeler arasinda laikligi en sert, en kati sekilde uygulamasi ile taniniyor.
Ustelik son yillarda bu egilim gittikce tirmaniyor; devlet adamlari, hikimet ve
muhalefetteki siyasetciler, kanaat 6nderleri arasinda akilciliktan uzak ve radikal bir
laiklik anlayisina destek verenler gogaliyor. Onlarin arzu ettikleri Misliman modeli ise,
icine kapali, sosyal hayattan tamamen elini ¢cekmis, donuk, sessiz, ilgisiz, evinden
isine ve isinden evine bir hayat dlzeni olan, basortlisl, burkini veya tesettir giyim
tarzini tercih etmeyen bir model.

Laiklik hayati 6neme sahip, birlestirici bir temel deger. Cok farkl inanclara ve
kiltarlere sahip insanlari toplum olarak bir araya getiren bir sistem. Ozgurlik, baris,
refah, huzur, istikrar ve sosyal adaletin glivencesi. Ancak laikligin kati, sevgisiz,
anlayissiz ve fanatik bir sekilde yorumlanmasi ve uygulanmasi yikici sonuglar
dogurabilir. Dini sosyal hayatin tamamen disinda tutmay! amaclayan baskici bir laiklik
modeli adil ve surdurilebilir degildir. Bdyle bir modeli zor kullanarak uygulamaya
calismak Fransa Cumbhuriyeti'nin temel degerlerine ihanet olur. Bes milyondan fazla
Mlslimanin yasadigi Fransa’da nefret, kamplasma ve dismanlik meydana getirir.
Fransiz devlet adamlari ve politikacilarin bu gergekleri géz éniinde bulundurmalari ve
laikligi glinlik siyasi tartismalardan 6zenle ayr tutmalari gerekir.

Bazi hidkimet yetkililerinin demecleri de konumuzla yakindan ilgili. Fransa Basbakani
Manuel Valls yasagi savunuyor ve burkiniyi “siyasal Islam’in kamuya acik alanlarda
tasdiki” olarak tanimliyor. “Biyiik bir diinya dini ve Fransa’nin ikinci dini olan Islam’in
Fransiz Cumbhuriyeti, demokrasi, dederlerimiz ve kadin-erkek esitligi ile uyumlu
oldugunu gosterebilmemizi isterdim” ifadelerini kullaniyor. Basbakan Valls’in
aciklamasina gore Fransizlarin ¢ogunlugu Islam’in Cumhuriyetin dederleri ile uyusmaz
oldugunu disiniyor.

Sorunu ¢6zmek icin bazi girisimler var. Huklimet Ulkedeki Musliman topluluklarin
Fransiz temel degerlerine uyumunu arttirmak adina “Fransiz Islami” adi verilen bir
editim ve kultir projesi baslatiyor. Fransa Icisleri Bakani Bernard Cazeneuve ve
yetkililer Musliman liderler ve kanaat &nderleri ile bir araya gelerek toplantilar
yapiyorlar.

Muhtemelen iyi niyetli ama yetersiz bir caba. Onyargilar, tahammilsizlik ve
sevgisizlik, en 6nemlisi de yanhs tanimlamalar ile yola c¢ikmak ¢6zimU olanaksiz
kilacaktir. Oncelikle, Islam’ baskici ve Fransiz Cumhuriyeti’nin dederlerine zit
zannedenler, “Fransiz Islami” gibi bir modele ihtiya¢ oldugunu diisiinenler biiyiik bir
yanilgi igindeler.

Bu yanilgiya neden olanlar, Misliman oldugunu iddia eden ama aslinda hurafelere,
uydurma hadislere, Kuran disi inanglara gore hareket eden bagnazlardir. Kendi radikal
ideolojileri ve sistemleri disinda hicbir gorlise hayat hakki tanimayan radikal érgttler
de bu yanilgiya zemin olusturuyorlar.


http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-37201888
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/04/13/french-doubt-islam-is-compatible-with-values-of-the-republic-cla/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/13/french-pm-ban-islamic-headscarves-universities-manuel-valls
http://www.france24.com/en/20160829-france-interior-minister-cazeneuve-talks-future-islam-france-burkini

Gercek Islam ise laikli§i savunur; demokrasi, 6zgurliik, esitlik, kardeslik gibi
degerlerle tam ve mikemmel bir uyum igindedir. Islam’da baski ve zorlamaya asla yer
yoktur. Laiklik, Kuran’da hakim dusuncedir: “"Dinde zorlama (ve baski) yoktur” (Bakara
Suresi, 256); “Sizin dininiz size, benim dinim bana” (Kafirun Suresi, 6); “Ve de ki: Hak
Rabbinizdendir; artik dileyen iman etsin, dileyen inkar etsin” (Kehf Suresi, 29) ayetleri
laikligin en gizel tarifidir.

Kuran ahlakinin yasandigi bir toplumda, herkes inancinda alabildigine 6zglrdir, hig
kimsenin inancina mudahale edilmez, herkes birinci sinif vatandastir, herkes samimi
olarak dinini istedigi gibi yasayabilir. Kuran demokrasi, 6zglrlik, sevgi, saygi, baris,
kardeslik ve esitligin kaynagidir ve milyonlarca Mislimanin yasadigi Fransa’nin tim
sorunlarini ¢dézecek bir laiklik modeli sunar. Bu nedenle, Fransiz hiklimetinin bir an
once Kuran ahlakini temel alan bir egitim projesi baslatmasi en dogrusu olacaktir.

Adnan Oktar'in Gulf Times & News Rescue'da yayinlanan makalesi:

http://www.gulf-times.com/story/514822 /An-oppressive-model-of-
secularism-unsustainable

http://newsrescue.com/oppressive-model-secularism-unsustainable/

* %Ngwsﬂegcug WORLD AFRICA us MIDEAST RE
—m

AN OPPRESSIVE MODEL OF SECULARISM
UNSUSTAINABLE

| orEp § PoLmiCcs | BY HARUN YAHYA ) SEFTEMBER 2B, 2018
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During the past few months, arguments about how to combine secularism and Islam in a compatible manner
hawve been frequently brought up on the French agenda.

The thing that started these arguments has been a swimsuit design called “burkini” which cowvers the entire
body of the wearer.

In August, numerous Mmunicipalities of coastal towns in France banned the use of this swimsuit. Pictures of
armed French police officers confronting a woman sitting on a beach wearing a burkini became a topic of
debate on social media.

Ewven though the State Council of France suspended the ban after a short time, these developments caused
different reactions.

Some politicians of France described the burkini as being “dangerous®, "provocative”™ or "a symbaol for
radicalism® Other milder critics claimed that it "disturbed the public order” and "was against the fundamental
walues of the society”; they considered it as a "disrespect to secularism.”

One of the reasons why the statements got harsher is that there will be a presidential election next year in
France. According to public opinion polls, a majority of French people support the ban on burkini swimsuit.

Ewven though the burkini dispute is new to the French society, the origin of the disagreement dates back to
1980s. The issue started with some female Muslim students’ refusal to remowve their headscarves and their
subsequent suspension from school; it continued with the ban on headscarves and religious symbols in state
schoaols in 2004, and it continued to this day in wvarious forms.

https://www.harunyahya.info/makaleler/fransanin-ihtiyaci-olan-laiklik-modeli-kurandadir
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