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The racent tensions between Turkey and Russia have once zgain changed the equilibrium
in the Middle East. This situation that is regarded to be one of the unwanted conseguences
of the current ongoing war in the neighboring Syria set off an intense reaction in Russia.
Russiza imposed a series of sanctions in its economic relations with Turkey. This embargo
has not only affected sectors like tourism, construction, and export-import, but also
caused diplomatic strain between the two countries. It is beginning to greatly hurt the
Russian people as well.

As one will recall, the EU and the US had impozed various sanctions on the Russian
economy in the wake of Russia's interventions in Crimea and the Donetsk Basin region of
Ukraine. The continually decreasing price of oil has also weakened the Russian economy.

During such & difficult time period for Russia, Turkey continued to be a strong trade
partner with Russia and indeed, prior to the current crisis, the volume of trade between
the two countries amounted to $31 billion. Yet, the greater part of this income comes from
natural gas and oil sales. Since Russia does not implement any sanctions on these two
commodities, the remaining part amounts to approximately $2.5 billion. Amengst theze
items, food imports are worth $1.1 billion. As a result, Turkish trucks wera made to wait a
long time at the barders and many of food preducts from Turkey, are still not allowed
inside Russia. Faced with the risk of their products passing their expiry dates, Turkish
exporters began to search for new markets. Removing Turkey from the list of the faw
countries that could export foodstuffs to Russia, it is getting harder for Russia to access
inexpensive and clean vegetable and fruits.

Ancther industry hit by the sanctions has been tourism. The second most popular tourist
destination for Russians after Egypt had always been Turkey, and tour operators arranging
tourist visits to Turkey had been reporting incomes of $600 million annually. However, with
strained relations, Russian tourists will most likely choose more costly destinations due to
longer traveling timas that are farther afield than Turkey such as Cyprus, Tunisia, Morocco
or Middle East. It is clear that the damage done is not limited to material losses. Indeed the
people of Russia and Turkey have lived side by side for quite a long time, with friendly ties.
The sanctions in the tourism sector have inflicted the biggest damage on the good
relations betwean these two friendly countries.

The construction industry is zlso sounding alarms bells. The construction activities carried
out by Turks in Russia, is valued at $1.5 billion, and is about to come to a complete
standstill. Additionally, Turks currently have about $10 billion dollars worth of investments
in Russia's real estate industry.

To sum wp, the pecple of both countries are hurting due to the current tension. Itis
entirely possible to end the crisis rather than escalating it. Turkish officials have proved on
many occasions that they prefer to de-escalate the crisis with a diplematic tone and there

Tiirkiye ve Rusya arasinda son zamanlarda meydana gelen gerilim ile Ortadogu’da dengeler yeniden
degisti. Komsu iilke Suriye’de devam eden mevcut savag halinin istenmeyen sonug¢larindan birisi olarak
goriilen bu durum Rusya nezdinde siddetli bir reaksiyona sebep oldu. Bunun sonucunda, Rusya tarafi
Tiirkiye ile olan ekonomik iliskilerinde ambargo niteliginde bir seri yaptirnm uyguladi. Turizm, insaat,
ithalat-ihracat gibi bagliklarda devreye alinan bu ambargo, Tiirkiye-Rusya arasinda gereksiz bir gerginlige
yol acarken ayni zamanda da Rusya'ya biiyiik zarar vermekte.

I:spanya’dan yayin yapan MBC Times International isimli Ingilizce, Fransizca ve Ispanyolca derginin
Ingilizce sayisinda Harun Yahya’nin “Rusya ile yasanan gerginlikten her iki iilke halk: da zarar goriiyor”
baslikli makalesi 6 Ocak 2016 tarihinde yayinlandi.
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