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The negotiations held in Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan, on January 23-24 marked a
milestone towards a solution to the Syrian crisis that has been ongoing for 6 years.

The 24-hour-long talks, which ended with a jeint statement by Russia, Iran and Turkey,
also witnessed significant “firsts”. The following are the prominent ones:

- Over the course of the Syrian civil war that has been continuing since 2011, for the first
time, the representatives of the Syrian government, armed opposition groups, Iran, Turkey
and Russia came together on an official platform. The UN Nations Envoy to Syria, Staffan
de Mistura spoke about the Astana negotiations in glowing terms, using the expression
“something that has not happened befare.”

- The establishment of a trilateral control mechanism under the guarantee of Russia, Iran
and Turkey in order to ensure a permanent ceasefire in Syria is a crucial solution-oriented
step that will ensure the continuity, speed and stability of the peace talks;

- By taking a stand on the territorial integrity, unity and independence of Syria, all parties
that participated in the meeting dealt the most critical political blow to the foul design of
the world deep state and its proxies, which has aimed for decades to divide the region
into smaller, easy-to-control parts.

- This initiative showed that regardless of the groups, sects and views, Muslims can
escape the hostility and conflict they are dragged into by the plots of the deep state and
additionally they can certainly gather around a table and unite in common benefits and
conclusians;

- The Astana talks proved that even the smallest and well-intentioned step towards the
solidarity and cooperation among Muslims can lead to great achievements. In contrast to
the four years of the Geneva talks that has yet to produce any solution, the 24-hour-long
Astana negotiations achieved significant tangible progress;

- The tripartite mechanism comprised of Russia, Iran and Turkey that will monitor the
ceasefire process reached a mutual consensus for the first-time stating, “there is no
military solution to the Syrian conflict and it can only be solved through a political peace
process”. The same statement included that the trilateral mechanism supports the
participation of the opposition groups in the Geneva talks that will open at the end of
February.

- All the participant parties in the meeting made it clear that they definitely won't deal
with militant groups such as the PYD/YPG, or radical, blood-shedding structures such as
1S1 and al-Nusra willing to have a share in the region by taking advantage of this
environment laden with crises and conflicts. Thus, the negotiations put forth a strong
commeon stance stating that the deep world state and its proxies could not have a say in
the future of Syria and the region.

- It became evident that Iran, which has long been facing a difficult challenge against the
severe pressures, threats and sanctions of imperialism, can participate to be a significant
international actor when supported by true friends and allies;

- The steps of a yet-to-be-named new and very powerful giobal alliance have been taken
that is henceforth determined to have a true say in the region: “Russia-lran-Turkey
alliance...* This powerful alliance now exudes a sirong image and impression that will
become a major determining factor especially in the future of the Middle East, Africa and
the entire world of Islam.

Astana negotiations have definitely been a great beginning for the solution of the Syrian crisis. This newly
opened path should be treaded decisively without paying any regard to the comments from the deep media
trying to overshadow its success at every opportunity by its tense, pessimistic and provocative tone.

A great duty and responsibility fall on all parties, especially on the guarantor countries, with regard to the
permanence of the ceasefire and the establishment of the process of peace, stability and normalization in
Syria. For Syria, a multi-ethnic, multi-religious and multi-sectarian country, the most urgent need is to
ultimately attain a democracy where all parties will be represented fairly and equally by following the
required transitional periods.
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