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How does the strategic partnership between
Albania and Turkey contribute to peace?

Whon the Baile of Saves was waged
botween Torks and Albardens in 1385,
no one prodicied thal such strong bonds
wauld bo established between thase two
pasans & today, The Albanisns, who wens
Bieought to Tuzkey for the ot time dusing
oo poign of Fatly Sgltam Mehmet, wese
soittled im Aornavetiody distnect of [stanbal is
1468, Areawstlaby, which i3 keowm 53 oo
of the most sobect places of beanbal, was
estabiished bry those who migrated %o this
district.

In time, an @wen grealer cultural
mlaticrahip was catablished betwoon

assigned fo sdministrative posts in ihe
Otioman Empimne. S0 much so that, 38 of

15 grard viders of the Ottoman Empire
(today's prosident) wone Albardans’.

The lands -Iroon Edirne to e Adslass,
from the Foloponsise o Coobe- woro
governed by Albanian execolives on
behal of the Omomars. Alhasiars wens o
cniss making up the mapority of the Moshm
population on these lands. Albamian
epcuinves, govoinane  and aoldien
andericok masy Enporiant tales nol oaly
En the Balleasa, e alss in Algeria, Tripok.
Hojaz, Baghdad, Mogul, and C (o.g
governars of Tripoli Mol (heahirm Pasba,
Oarnas Baha Wals! Al Khnared) Dy, Arnnnai
BEalil Pasha, Knloghs family)

Bt iy possibie to talk aboul an important
mass of peopls who wartain the “Albarian
cormcionce” in Tadory As a mafior of
of Albanian omigin Bving & A

the third-highes! country most imvesting
in Albania the most” The lomégn trade
wolume beteveon Tuskery and Albani was
moay than 400 mdllicn dollars in 2014,

Turkish 13 being teght ad an olectiw
courss in the Paculty of Fessign Languages
in tho Usévessity of Tiswn The Albasdan
langosge is sxpocied to be given & place
in Turkish Uriversites.

Turlry socepled & gread sumber of
Koaowo redogees of Albasian origin in 1999
and abo wii the nl Soanty 1o redigrisg
Eoaowves indopondence i 2008, With
Albariay joining NATO in Apri 2008, the

from their homes or dnmg' somabody
an injastice are all greal crueity. Thess
two mistar countrios, by aiming a1 & anion
establnihed on polsties of lowe in the
Baliears, should oo part im werld politics
and socuse theis positiors. The sl atep fos
this can be taken collactively ey removing
the expressions im the textbooks of bots
couniries promoting the hostility among
tha Balkan states

Both 5 Albasss and Tarkey, oisa duch

frigmdly relanpsahip b
bescane an allisnmee.
One of the bost descriptions of the
ralationship botwean Tarkey and Albania
balongs to the Ministar of Foreign Alfsirs
and Deputy Prime Misndister of Albania
ot the tme, Dir Mels. Mots slased that

terrtaried.’ Moo thas T00000 of them
comtinue speaking in Albamnian language’.
The relatsonship between Albandans and
Turks, which was weakoned during the
tima Albania was govorned by Social

“ibvh el i Dolwin g COShTies
rosehod parleciion and thers wid Bl
amy probiom” in 2008 This relaticnship
has mol been destroyed as ibo yoars
have passed by and have becomo
aradzaliy gor and fnally Tuzkey

B mpidly becomming & dynasmic aa B
wed W be The Tarlkish Cooporstion
and coaﬂ:mnnn Rgency (TIKA). tho
edficial h d with

has embraced Albasda &3 its “#Eategic
paTEhaT."

Of oourse this sistlomoen doos  hot
provieg  moas el the feendship and coop:
b the o coaniries has reacked a

a1 TP et and
right, stnacforcs contmey o human
& such as hresal capétalism or

n-d:.v:.!.l.l.-n'u..l.‘l!ﬂln wrong “taen” in ke,
absould warmish

Two ocountrios can strengthem  their
demacracies and then offer & modal to the
whole warld bry promating [sdam's neall face
based on poacy, modorsdly, sCienee, At
and quealty. I this modol can bo roalisgd,
theer Middlle East in partiosiar, will be the
conber of stability, peace and wealth in &
abort tieme.

The wriker bis authored mare than 300
ook trasilated In T3 liaguaged on poltics,
rodigaes and sy, He may e Slkrd &
Sihlarun_ Yakys and wurm haremabye.com

redations wilh Turkey's inondly o
has carmied ouf about 0 projects o
contribate 1o the divalepmant of Albanda
wincw 1996, * Through TIKA. mary projects.

Albaniasa and Turks. Today, i s possibl

& sep tho nloosses of sach other on the
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migrations of Albanians %0 Anatolia
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Today the cultural nelationship between
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When the Battle of Savra was waged between Turks and Albanians in 1385, no one
predicted that such strong bonds would be established between these two nations as
today. The Albanians, who were brought to Turkey for the first time during the reign
of Fatih Sultan Mehmet, were settled in Arnavutkdy district of Istanbul in 1468.
Arnavutkdy, which is known as one of the most select places of Istanbul, was
established by those who migrated to this district.

In time, an even greater cultural relationship was established between Albanians and
Turks. Today, it is possible to see the influences of each other on the cuisine, music,
apparel and even customs and traditions of both nations. The first migrations of
Albanians to Anatolia began during the times of war between the Ottoman and the
Russia in 1787-1792. Albanian land went under the ruling of the Ottomans during
those times. Albanians were the ethnic group that was frequently assigned to
administrative posts in the Ottoman Empire. So much so that, 35 of 215 grand viziers
of the Ottoman Empire (today's Prime Minister) were Albanians.[i]



The lands -from Edirne to the Adriatic, from the Peloponnese to Crete- were governed
by Albanian executives on behalf of the Ottomans. Albanians were the ones making
up the majority of the Muslim population on these lands. Albanian executives,
governors and soldiers undertook many important tasks not only in the Balkans, but
also in Algeria, Tripoli, Hejaz, Baghdad, Mosul, and Caucasus. (e.g. governors of
Tripoli Morali Ibrahim Pasha, Osman Baba Wakil Al Khardj Deyi, Arnavut Halil Pasha,
Kologlu family)

It is possible to talk about an important mass of people who sustain the "Albanian
conscience" in Turkey. As a matter of fact, there are about five million people of
Albanian origin living in Anatolian territories.[ii] More than 700,000 of them continue
speaking in Albanian languageliii].

The relationship between Albanians and Turks, which was weakened during the time
Albania was governed by Socialism, is rapidly becoming as dynamic as it used to be.
The Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA), the official institution
charged with improving relations with Turkey's friendly countries, has carried out
about 270 projects to contribute to the development of Albania since 1996.[iv]
Through TIKA, many projects, ranging from the restoration of ancient buildings in
Albania to the training of Albanian police officers, from natural disaster recovery to
the development of healthcare organizations have been realized in Albania without
expecting anything in return.[v]

Today the cultural relationship between two countries is also becoming stronger in
economic and military fields. Turkey is the third-highest country most investing in
Albania the most.[vi] The foreign trade volume between Turkey and Albania was more
than 400 million dollars in 2014.[vii]

Turkish is being taught as an elective course in the Faculty of Foreign Languages in
the University of Tiran. The Albanian language is expected to be given a place in
Turkish Universities.

Turkey accepted a great number of Kosovo refugees of Albanian origin in 1999 and
she was the first country to recognize Kosovo's independence in 2008. With Albania's
joining NATO in April 2009, the friendly relationship between two countries became an
alliance.

One of the best descriptions of the relationship between Turkey and Albania belongs
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Deputy Prime Minister of Albania at the time, Ilir
Meta. Meta stated that "the relationship between two countries reached perfection
and there was not any problem"” in 2009.[viii] This relationship has not been
destroyed as the years have passed by and have become gradually stronger and
finally Turkey has embraced Albania as its "strategic partner".[ix]

Of course this statement does not mean that the friendship and cooperation between
the two countries has reached a sufficient level. Developments in global politics bring
some responsibilities to two countries beyond improving commercial and military
relations. Before anything else, Turkey and Albania have many things to do for the
settlement of peace and stability in the Balkans.

Turkey and Albania should firstly work for making their citizens have moral sensibility,
humanitarian emotions, compassion, love and mercy. In both countries, all people
from all religions, Christianity, Islam or Judaism, should be taught from childhood that
killing people unjustly, exiling people from their homes or doing somebody an
injustice are all great cruelty. These two sister countries, by aiming at a union
established on policies of love in the Balkans, should take part in world politics and
secure their positions. The first step for this can be taken collectively by removing the



expressions in the textbooks of both countries promoting the hostility among the
Balkan states.

Both in Albania and Turkey, terms such as imperialism, extreme-left and extreme-
right, structures contrary to human disposition such as brutal capitalism or radicalism,
all the wrong 'ism's' in short, should vanish.

Two countries can strengthen their democracies and then offer a model to the whole
world by promoting Islam's real face based on peace, modernity, science, art and
quality. If this model can be realized, not only the Balkans, but the whole world, the
Middle East in particular, will be the center of stability, peace and wealth in a short
time.
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