What if you were living in a refugee camp?
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n & step that reflact: the smownt of andiety snd

concern inthe Middle East region, beaders of the

Gulf Cooperation Councl states decided o estab-
lish a GCC emergency center, to be headquartered in
Kurwvai, in order to provide all preparations and
means to face disasters, whether natural or man-
made. These risks that could come from within Gulf
states of niearby cowntries indude eanhquakes and
unexpected andviclent westher Auctuations, as well
| as war threats and nudear arsenals.

1 beliewe that & unified smergency center is impor-
| tant to achieve coordination with regicnal and intes-
naticnal observatones snd mprove Gull sanes’ igks
management capabiities. Inceder to face potential
dangers efficiently, the center requires joint efors o
maintasn fulll preparednass a1 all times against all
kands of peasible rigks

The snabeliny of Gulf states as well a3 thedr econome
| i, security and Even SIFATEQIC INTEgEATAON Mt
| abways remain their top prionty. bn facr, this was the
essential reason behind the establishment of the Gulf
Cooperation Council over three decades ago.

Thae Arab wrld it Qoing theough & very critical
pevicd of nencrestive chaos and videos ame-ble con-
| Mhcts, which requares efforts 1o stay alert regarding
their direct and indinect effects, The need for these
efforts becomes grester il we condider threats of
‘thargireg the map of the Arsb world'of breaking it

COUREES diwn 1o s aller STATES.
| Achieving mternataonal pesce and ety shyayi

By Labeed Abdal

@hurwattimesnat

vight In their demands, bast | know for certain that

they have the right to go on strike to achleve what
they demand. It Is important to differentiate between
thie righit 1o demornstrate or g0 on strile - In 3 case of
freedom of opinilon - and between the reason why
thide sctiond ané ¢airied out. The dght 1o demon:
Arate of go on strike remaing guaranteed in dema-

Idonmknwwwumrempﬁweﬁm

cratic societied. Diligent and

DEMOCRATIC RIGHT TO GO ON STRIKE

Muslim Brotherhood, acousing the pan-Arab panty of
Anstigating labor forces and using them to seek
revenge from the government,

It Is clear that there are peeple who use the
Musslim Brotherhood as a bogey’ to scare people
away fram anything that they do not desire, especial-
Iy wihién i cormes to pulblic démands 1o improve polit-
Ical and livinvg ¢ onditions. The Muslin Brotheshood is

nal & threst 1o he people, at
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WHAT IF YOU WERE
LIVING IN A
REFUGEE CAMP?

By Harun Yahya

Bl alttimesnet

on a cold winter day with no possessions,

marry, food or even an 1D card? Can you
i Qe hidving your chaldien winth you and having
mothing 1o protect them o kesp them wasm with?
Sioc million Syrians had never thought of that eithes,
but today they have ol had to abandon their
hined, Far thede people who have become
refugees, the real problem starts now; dizpecied
families and poor and unhealthy living conditions,
Thousands losing their lives on the roads.

It is the innecent Syrian people wha have been
affected by the harsh civil war raging in Syvia for
years. But how many people know that there are
pocple in Syria whe bved under very difficuly gendi-
thong even Defors the civil warl Synia was cne of
the coundries with the most refuges camps even
before the civil war. Some of those in the very worst
conditions in Syra, whach haits bwa mallicn
refugess i camps, are the Palestinasng living thers
a3 wefugess, The population of the Yarmouk refuges
camp, initially seq up for Palestinians flesing 1548
Arab-lsraeli war, reached S00,000 with increasing
wawes of migration

Although some people have beft the camp as
thie civil wear weent on, it still has s large refuges
popul #ean, Life in the camg - which Asiadi forged
fiait antempted o wimidate with sttacks and then
placed under an embarga, refusing to allew food

H wree you ever thought of talang to the skreets
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What if you were living in a refugee camp?

Have you ever thought of taking to the
streets on a cold winter day with no
possessions, money, food or even an 1D
card? Can you magine having your
children with you and having no[hmq to
protect them or keep them warm with? Six
milllion Syrians had never thought of that
either but today they have all had to
abandon their homes

For these people who have become
refugees, the real problem starts now
dispersed families and poor and unhealthy
iving conditions. Thousands osing thelr
ives on the roads. It is the innocent Syrian
people who have been affected by the
harsh civil war raging in Syria for years
But how many I:}EGIJ'D know that there are
people in Syria who lived under very
difficult conditions even before the civil
war? Syria was one of the countries with
the most refugee camps even before the
civil war. Some of those in the 1.er. .vorsl cal‘dltlorls in Syria, which hosis two
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Have you ever thought of taking to the streets on a cold winter day with no
possessions, money, food or even an ID card? Can you imagine having your children
with you and having nothing to protect them or keep them warm with? Six million



Syrians had never thought of that either, but today they have all had to abandon their
homes. For these people who have become refugees, the real problem starts now;
dispersed families and poor and unhealthy living conditions. Thousands losing their
lives on the roads.

It is the innocent Syrian people who have been affected by the harsh civil war raging
in Syria for years. But how many people know that there are people in Syria who lived
under very difficult conditions even before the civil war?

Syria was one of the countries with the most refugee camps even before the civil war.
Some of those in the very worst conditions in Syria, which hosts two million refugees
in camps, are the Palestinians living there as refugees. The population of the Yarmouk
refugee camp, initially set up for Palestinians fleeing 1948 Arab-Israeli war, reached
600,000 with increasing waves of migration. Although some people have left the camp
as the civil war went on, it still has a large refugee population. Life in the camp -
which Assad’s forces first attempted to intimidate with attacks and then placed under
an embargo, refusing to allow food and medicines in - is becoming harder by the day.
So much so that when people were forced for want of food to try and live on tree
leaves last year, Syrian religious scholars issued a fatwa saying that “dog and cat
meat can be eaten.” That is by itself sufficient to show the conditions the people there
are struggling to survive in. The refugees in the Yarmouk camp need urgent
humanitarian assistance.

This is of course only one of the most urgent situations but the word “refugee” now
represents the same difficulty for almost everyone. There is no improvement in the
lives of all refugees, particularly in the Middle East, not just those forced to depart
from Syria. Increasing numbers of people are being forced to abandon the places they
live in every year. Some of these migrate within the country concerned, while the rest
move to either neighboring or more distant lands. Afghan refugees, 95% of whom
have sought refuge in neighboring countries such as Pakistan and Iran, represent the
largest part of the world’s refugees; one in every four refugees in the world is an
Afghan. Afghanistan is followed by Somalia and Iraq. There are 450,000 UN-
registered refugees in Lebanon. These refugees, living in 12 settlements under very
harsh circumstances, are trying to survive in poverty. Their fundamental rights are
denied them and they lack even symbolic political rights. In other words, these people
are still living as refugees with no citizenship rights after 66 years. New generations
are being born and growing up in refugee camps.

So how can this problem of refugees be solved? The first requirement for people
forced to migrate because of troubles at home is the right to enter countries where
they can be safe and can move around freely. In this way, they will not be forced to
wait at border crossings after long journeys, and at least the first step in the journey
will be made easier. There is an urgent need for a union of Muslim states, resembling
the European Union, to be set up to resolve this problem and the growing refugee
guestion in the Middle East. In this way, citizens of countries that enjoy free rights of
movement into one another, like the EU, will have a way out when troubles arise and
will be able to find a humanitarian corridor. Rights such as dual nationality and the
right to work without visas will put an end to conditions that restrict refugees and
prevent them from living under humane conditions and provide a solution that all
people of good conscience can be comfortable with.

Even when we look at the implementation of a more humane phase by improving the
lives of refugees, we still see the need for the Middle East to have its own union. In
order for there to be a rapid solution to this emergency situation without lengthy
political and bureaucratic procedures, everyone who espouses freedom and equality
should call for such a union.



Adnan Oktar's article on Kuwait Times:

http://news.kuwaittimes.net/living-refugee-camp/

https://www.harunyahya.info/en/articles/what-if-you-were-living-in-a-refugee-camp
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