Violence begets more violence, Mr. Obama

Thursday, January

OPINION

Harun Yahya

ARACK Obama, 1 rame that emerged as a ray of hope at 2
time when then US Presicent Geonge W, Bush's hawkish
policies had placed the planet particulardy the Middle Fast
onap:mﬂukgwmewddmmlnglﬂﬂmsm

Violence begets more
violence, Mr. Obama

ch

have reached i That America comes 1o the
mineds of many whenewer the word “enermy” s mentioned.
Al-raeda’s activities in Iraq are almest always linked with the US
Invaston of Irag, In Afghanistan and Pakistan, there & a view that the
U5 actually supports the Takhan. Drone attacks that kill innocent
penple have tumed popukar hatred against Amerbca, not the Taleban.
The idea of “Jet us withdraw our troops, minimize spending and
control the region with drones” inan increasingly umuliuous Middle
East has today mcked America’s superpower status.
Urifortunately, Obama repeated the mistake commitied by his pre-
diecessor. He tried 8o counter vioknoe by vickmoe. Obama and his

evononilc breakdown. The name bec
It were ot only l!mmmnramhnp:qﬂca]lxmdw p’ob:miu
him a |mnnhomdltmau|tu!ls W steer the workd away from the
crisks,

Understandabdy though, taking the reirs of the sole
superpower plunged Into a frightening
wrass of les and decedt was an uphill task
Americans had grown weary of wars in
the Middle East Apart from the ks of
innocent lives in this part of the workd,
Americans saw their own children
fighting and getting killed in a far-
fung region unknown o
them. In addition ®o the
caskets fying back home,
theusands of war veterans
returned with serious psy-
chologieal disoaders only i
ackl o the woes of an average
American.

In Obana, they saw a leader wha could sinply say no to wars.
and pull his troogs From the regjon without further delay. Perhaps
that was one of the reasons that helped Ohama 10 the top spol.

Hioweever, by the time Orbarme took over, the Middle East had already
trned into 2 maze of conflicting inercsts wherdn it is casy o ener
bt very difficult o find one’s way out. Political ohservers knew that
with huge investments like oll and weapons agreements, establish-
ment of military hases throughout the region and the ruinous state of
Traq and Mghanistan would not make US pullout easy. Vet the Obama
administration pulled out 1S troops from Irag. The consequence of
thie withdrawal, howeves, & anather debate and this writer doss not

dhisers fadled in ur the psychiology of radicalism. 1t foeds
off aggression and violence. It is directly proportional to the number
of dmie attacks and civilian casualtios.

Obama, undoubbedhy, workds most I beader appears o be a
reasonable and rathonal man. He can still play his robe in cleaning up
the mess. In order for him to do that, be nust understand the psychol-
gy of radicaliam and radicaks As mentioned abose it thrives

on viokenoe and hatred. Redigion, in this case sk, is

being used o further sekfish interests of a few.

Unfortupately, such ideas gain popularity

very [t and eam diehand supporters in
0 time.

Teliglous extremists follow shewad
interpretation of their sacred les. Tt is
saide s all in the head Instead of

resorting o viokence one noeds fo take mea-
sures 1o ecucate them. In case of our part
of the workd, the extremists claim to be
following the teachings of kslam.
Well, they are wrong, Whatever
they are doing is In contrast
with the teachings of
Blam. 1t is a redigion of
peace and love and
advocates  coexds-
tence:

Habred toward others, the rage and urge o kill so comve-
nlenthy cannnt be described as [slam. Propagation of true teachings of
Islam is the only weapon to defeat these elements. If Obama desires
peace In the workd, be must shun the current tactics apparently an
e:chmﬂnnnnhe “shock and awe” era. The US must suppost enlight-

o believe In the true essence of the Quran 1o educate

wish o digress. Towould nod be toclaim il el
Arab Speing not only aggravated the sifuation in the region but akso
of the 5. and
erjing consklerable Jeverage in Ih_ region, he US wam!lh chiose
tor stay ey from the quagmire and did nol intervene directly and
only time will tell, whether this approach s corect or ot

Countries ke Egypt, Syria, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen and
Pakistan have been tumed into caubdrons of chacs. The Middle East
has never been polarized o the current extent. Militant grougs from
the Bush era are forging alliances and emenging as stronger militias
ready to deface the

Mamy i the reglon blanse the US for the curnent mess. AntidLs

Illelr destaied bruthren. The Muskm workd and the Middle Exst in
particubar ako wani to gt fd of extremist clements. All kind of
extremist tendencies and extremists from all relighons can be tackled
through a comprehensive educational policy

There ks no need for piling up amms or establishient of bases in
Far-fung areas. A compeehensive cducational policy devised with the
help of endightened and sensible Muslims and people of other faiths
Landnwﬂnmlshmemh'opﬂm[ucmmdﬂml 5. Heeding
this call ke the world a wh by

W The wviter bas authored move thaw 300 books transkaled in
73 langrages on politics, religion aned science.

On this platform, we welcome your

comments and feedback. Please send
your input to edit@arabnews.com or fax to: 02-2836228
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Barack Obama, a name that emerged as a ray of hope at a time when then US
President George W. Bush’s hawkish policies had placed the planet particularly the
Middle East on a powder keg and the world was prepping for a massive economic
breakdown. The name became a symbol of hope. It were not only the Americans but



people all across the globe saw in him a man who had the audacity to steer the world
away from the crisis.

Understandably though, taking the reins of the sole superpower plunged into a
frightening morass of lies and deceit was an uphill task. Americans had grown weary
of wars in the Middle East. Apart from the loss of innocent lives in this part of the
world, Americans saw their own children fighting and getting killed in a far-flung
region unknown to them. In addition to the caskets flying back home, thousands of
war veterans returned with serious psychological disorders only to add to the woes of
an average American.

In Obama, they saw a leader who could simply say no to wars and pull his troops
from the region without further delay. Perhaps that was one of the reasons that
helped Obama propel to the top spot.

However, by the time Obama took over, the Middle East had already turned into a
maze of conflicting interests wherein it is easy to enter but very difficult to find one’s
way out. Political observers knew that with huge investments like oil and weapons
agreements, establishment of military bases throughout the region and the ruinous
state of Iraqg and Afghanistan would not make US pullout easy. Yet the Obama
administration pulled out US troops from Iraq. The consequence of the withdrawal,
however, is another debate and this writer does not wish to digress. It would not be
an exaggeration to claim that so-called Arab Spring not only aggravated the situation
in the region but also added to the problems of the US. Despite being the sole
superpower and enjoying considerable leverage in the region, the US apparently
chose to stay away from the quagmire and did not intervene directly and only time
will tell, whether this approach is correct or not.

Countries like Egypt, Syria, Libya, Irag, Afghanistan, Yemen and Pakistan have been
turned into cauldrons of chaos. The Middle East has never been polarized to the
current extent. Militant groups from the Bush era are forging alliances and emerging
as stronger militias ready to deface the region.

Many in the region blame the US for the current mess. Anti-US sentiments have
reached to such an extent that America comes to the minds of many whenever the
word “enemy” is mentioned.

Al-Qaeda’s activities in Iraq are almost always linked with the US invasion of Iraq. In
Afghanistan and Pakistan, there is a view that the US actually supports the Taleban.
Drone attacks that kill innocent people have turned popular hatred against America,
not the Taleban.

The idea of “let us withdraw our troops, minimize spending and control the region
with drones” in an increasingly tumultuous Middle East has today rocked America’s
superpower status.

Unfortunately, Obama repeated the mistake committed by his predecessor. He tried to
counter violence by violence. Obama and his advisers failed in understanding the
psychology of radicalism. It feeds off aggression and violence. It is directly
proportional to the number of drone attacks and civilian casualties.

Obama, undoubtedly, world’s most powerful leader appears to be a reasonable and
rational man. He can still play his role in cleaning up the mess. In order for him to do
that, he must understand the psychology of radicalism and radicals. As mentioned
above it thrives on violence and hatred. Religion, in this case Islam, is being used to
further selfish interests of a few. Unfortunately, such ideas gain popularity very fast
and earn diehard supporters in no time.



Religious extremists follow skewed interpretation of their sacred texts. It is said: It's
all in the head.

Instead of resorting to violence one needs to take measures to educate them. In case
of our part of the world, the extremists claim to be following the teachings of Islam.
Well, they are wrong. Whatever they are doing is in contrast with the teachings of
Islam. It is a religion of peace and love and advocates coexistence.

Hatred toward others, the rage and urge to kill so conveniently cannot be described
as Islam. Propagation of true teachings of Islam is the only weapon to defeat these
elements. If Obama desires peace in the world, he must shun the current tactics
apparently an extension of the "“shock and awe” era. The US must support
enlightened Muslims who believe in the true essence of the Qur‘an to educate their
deviated brethren. The Muslim world and the Middle East in particular also want to get
rid of extremist elements. All kind of extremist tendencies and extremists from all
religions can be tackled through a comprehensive educational policy.

There is no need for piling up arms or establishment of bases in far-flung areas. A
comprehensive educational policy devised with the help of enlightened and sensible
Muslims and people of other faiths can do wonders. This is the only option for Obama
and the US. Heeding this call can make the world a much better place.

Mr. Adnan Oktar's article on Arab News:

http://www.arabnews.com/news/513676
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Barack Obama, a name that emerged as a ray of hope at a ime
when then US President George W. Bush's hawkish policies had
placed the planet particularly the Middle East on a powder keg
and the world was prepping for @ massive econgmic breakdown
The name became a symbol of hope. It were not only the
Amencans but people all across the globe saw in him a man who
had the audacty to steer the world away from the cnsis

Understandably though, takeng the reins of the sole superpower
plunged inta a frightening morass of lies and deceit was an uphill
task. Americans had grown weary of wars in the Middle East
Apart from the loss of innocent lives in this part of the world _—

Amencans saw their own children fighting and getting killed in a ——
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