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In a society of ignorance, the elderly, both men and women, attempt to make other people take an interest in
them. The main reason for this is the corruptive influence of the society. In the societies in which people abide by
the morality of ignorance, people consider the concept of love not in relation to faith or morality but in terms of
what they can get out of it. This explains why the love and interest in others goes only so far. Therefore, those
elderly who are no longer in a position to offer anything to anyone try various other means to get the love and
attention they want. They do so not by acting in a way that would get others to love them, but through the
inappropriate methods encouraged by the society of ignorance. But, these methods do not inspire love in others;
on the contrary, their amoral efforts bring just the opposite results.

One of the means by which the elderly who live by the morality of ignorance aim to attract attention is to speak
constantly about their health problems, telling others about how much pain they suffer, and how difficult their lives
are. In this way, they hope to make others feel sorry for them. In their condition, they complain about their
illnesses, because they do not trust in Allah, or give thanks. In order to move others with their stories, they stretch
the truth. They think that, if they appear ill, they will gain more attention, and others will be more tolerant towards
them. In fact, though their situation moves others to pity, it also makes them angry, because they know that these
elderly persons are exaggerating. They know that the only thing they want is attention, and that, though they give
it to them, it is still not enough. The elderly, who exhibit this morality of ignorance want all the time to be the
center of attention.

For this reason, they at times sit in a corner pouting and refusing to eat or speak. They want someone to ask them
what the matter is, but pretend not to want anyone’s attention. When asked, they say nothing is the matter, thus
trying the patience of other people. Sometimes they will go to a remote corner of the house, and stay there for
hours hoping to arouse the curiosity of others. They will sit with a handkerchief in their hands weeping, and when
someone asks them what is wrong, they will sob and say they are lonely or that no one loves them. Then the
others will say, “But we’re here,” and give them some love and attention.

If the elderly persons are not satisfied with any of this, they will try to express their concerns to the others. They
will resort to innuendo, using catch-phrases popular in the society of ignorance. For example, if no one is showing
them any interest, they will say such things as, “I’m not going to stay where I’m not wanted,” “If I had a place to
go I wouldn’t be troubling you,” or “Send me to a nursing home, you’ll be happier.” They say these things only to
get the others to take more interest in them.

However, if they used all the energy they spend using these tactics instead towards behaving properly, they would
get the love and attention they desired. But, trying to get what they want by resorting to inappropriate methods
which are not in compliance with the morality of the Qur’an will never allow them attain their wishes.
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