Hazrat Mahdi's (as) identity will remain secret to
people even though he is living in their midst

...HE IS HIDDEN, BUT HE IS ALSO SITTING OPPOSITE YOU. HE
RESEMBLES LIGHT...AND THE GUIDE BELOW HIM IS HIS
LAMP.”

(Mawlana, beyit II, 815-820).
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Mawlana says that Hazrat Mahdi (as) will have links to people. But even though
people are constantly in his presence, they will not recognize Hazrat Mahdi (as) and
he will remain hidden. Those guides ranking immediately below him will be the lamps
of Hazrat Mahdi (as), the wali al-asr (the guide of the century, the sole lord of time)
and the greatest mujtahid (renovator), in other words, they will assist him with their
light.
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