
The source of mockery: Arrogance

If people consider themselves superior to
others, this feeling is called arrogance.
Arrogant people behave in a way designed to
make others feel inferior. However, it is wrong
to regard arrogance as a defect only in
regards to one's behavior toward others,
because when arrogant people are called to
follow Allah's religion and the true path, they
display their arrogance by refusing to do so.

People will fall into a trap set by the self as
long as they do not act according to their
conscience, do not give up their selfish desires, and do not live by the morality laid
down by Allah, because: "the self indeed commands to evil acts - except for
those on whom my Lord has mercy" (Surah Yusuf, 53). Those who listen to
satan's blandishments and see in themselves superior characteristics that have no
basis in reality are, in fact, entirely under the control of the self. As a result, they are
inescapably arrogant.

Arrogance is one of satan's most clearly defined characteristics. As the Qur'an tells us,
all of the angels bowed to Prophet Adam (as) when Allah told them to do so - all
except satan, who regarded himself as superior to Prophet Adam (as) and thus was
filled with conceit. Allah reveals:

We said to the angels: "Prostrate to Adam," and they prostrated,
with the exception of Iblis. He refused and was arrogant, and was
one of the unbelievers. (Surat al-Baqara, 34)

… then We said to the angels: "Prostrate before Adam," and they
prostrated - except for Iblis. He was not among those who
prostrated. He [Allah] asked: "What prevented you from prostrating
when I commanded you to?" He [Iblis] replied: "I am better than
him. You created me from fire, and You created him from clay." He
[Allah] said: "Descend from Heaven. It is not for you to be arrogant
in it, so get out! You are one of the abased." (Surat al-A'raf, 11-13)
 

In reality, neither satan nor those who heed his deceitful calls have any superiority at
all. On the contrary, such people fall into foolishness and demean themselves by
refusing to accept the fact that Allah has supreme power over everything. Allah tells
us about those who claim superiority for themselves: "… [they] have nothing in
their breasts except for pride, which they will never be able to vindicate"
(Surah Ghafir, 56).

And, according to Prophet Muhammad (saas): "Verily, Allah is Graceful and loves
Grace. Pride is disdaining the truth (out of self-conceit) and having contempt for the
people." (Sahih Muslim: Book 1, Number 0164)



In other words, no matter how great their
desire, the unbelievers can never achieve the
superiority that they want. They cannot
achieve it because real superiority belongs
only to Allah, Who exalts those of His servants
who devote themselves to Him, and brings
low, both in this world and the Hereafter, all
those who insist upon their unbelief. Allah
describes the unbelievers' blindness and
incomprehension in the following terms:
 

The creation of the heavens and
Earth is far greater than the creation of humanity. However, most
people do not know it. The blind and the sighted are not the same,
nor are those who believe and do right the same as those who do
evil. What little heed they pay! The Hour is coming - there is no
doubt about it. But most people have no faith. (Surah Ghafir, 57-59)
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