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A century or so ago, our world was very different from what it is today. Many
technologies that we know today were non-existent. The field of science was in its
infancy. The means to forecast natural phenomena or early-warning systems were
very limited or were simply not there. In the wake of a natural disaster, rehabilitation
of the disaster zones would sometimes take years.

However, most important thing to remember is that natural disasters were not as
frequent as today and also differed greatly in their magnitude. Volcanoes erupted
around once every 300 years, earthquakes struck once every 100 years and the
words like giant tsunami were seldom if ever heard.

It would not be wrong to say that the world today has changed in many ways within a
span of 100 years. Humanitarian tragedies and disasters follow hard on one another’s
heels. To make a comparison, according to US Geological Survey reports, the number
of earthquakes with a magnitude of 5.0 or more in the past 400 years or so between
1556 and 1975 was 100. Yet in 1999 alone, 20,983 earthquakes, great and small,
occurred.



The figures for earthquakes in the last 30-40 years in terms of the thousands of years
of human history are really astonishing. Earthquakes registering 7.8 on the Richter
scale in China in 1976, 6.9 in Armenia in 1988, 7.7 in Kobe Japan in 1995, 7.4 in
Turkey in 1999, 7.9 in India in 2001, 6.7 in Iran in 2003, 9.1 in Indonesia in 2004,
7.6 in Pakistan in 2005, 8.8 in Chile in 2010, 9.0 in Japan in 2011 and 7.9 in Nepal in
2015 are some of the major quakes that have struck within a very short space of
time. The last 30-40 years have seen earthquakes, but also tsunamis, volcanic
eruptions, floods and even land subsidence, a term not known in the past.

Strange and unexpected events are taking place in our time. For example, there have
been intense changes in the earth’s magnetic field since 1980, and asteroids have
begun surrounding the planet in an amazing manner. In one study, British astronomer
Scott Manley calculated the numbers of asteroids around the earth on an annual
basis. While 8,954 asteroids were identified around the earth in 1980, the numbers
rose to 11,696 in 1985, 14,536 in 1990 and 23,104 in 1995. By 1999 the figure had
reached 49,009, following which there was a huge explosion in numbers, rising to
118,441 in 2000. The number of asteroids in 2003 was 226,693, while by 2007 the
number had jumped to 389,325, 44 times higher than 27 years previously. By 2010,
not only did a thick cloud of asteroids surround the earth’s orbit, but the number of
threatening asteroids had also increased considerably. The Daily Mail described this
bewildering and alarming situation in a headline reading “Our terrifyingly crowded
solar system.”

The universe is restless. The terrible disasters the universe has seen have increased
by hundreds of times in the last few decades. Just as we saw in the Japanese
earthquake of 2011, tsunamis following earthquakes and nuclear explosions and fires
following tsunamis now appear as “disasters within disasters.” Not only that, but
people have also become restless and uneasy within themselves, and waves of hatred
have led countries to civil conflicts. All the wars currently leading to the deaths of
millions in the world are civil wars. Brother fights against brother; citizen kills citizen
and believer slays his brother in religion. The sad losses caused by earthquakes and
natural disasters are forgotten together with the numbers of people slain in domestic
conflicts.

Lovelessness has destroyed many people’s human sensitivities. The affection that
makes people human has been forgotten, and ruthlessness and a lack of empathy
have become the norm. Migrants awaiting rescue in rickety boats are left to drown
and people have become refugees in their own lands. Drones that bomb innocent
people from the air are easily forgotten, and the killing of the innocent no longer
makes the headlines at all.

The Nepal earthquake is another of these tragedies. This terrible quake, the death toll
from which is rising by the day, is inflicting even greater hardships on the Nepalese
people. Ruthless voices lost no time making themselves heard in the face of this
tragedy; there are those who blame the country itself for being Hindu, shamanist or
communist, or temples for sacrificing animals. It is pointless to take these claims
seriously because they are generally reflections of the lovelessness that people harbor
inside themselves. A loveless person is already living inside his own hell. So there is
nothing he loves at all. It is hard for a loveless person to display human affection in
the face of tragedy.

Societies being Hindu, shamanist or communist is a reason for us to approach them
with greater education and preaching, not to disparage them. Natural disasters, wars
and tragedies are in fact special times when we need to show affection, friendship,
love and assistance. The affection and friendship of individuals, countries and nations
particularly emerge in times like these. There are no political or ideological differences
at times like these. Hence, aid workers from countries with entirely different religions



and ideologies, including Turkey, set out for Nepal the moment they heard about the
earthquake. Such moments are special times when people need one another and one
another’s prayers. These are rare times when humanity can be demonstrated in the
most immaculate manner. This special time, when the world is wracked by disasters
and trembles in suffering is clearly a period when our humanity, love, compassion and
fortitude are being tested. It should not be forgotten that in this world of testing it is
always good people who insist on doing good in the face of all difficulties who will
profit most.

May Allah bestow His mercy on those who have died in the Nepal earthquake. May the
injured be healed, and may the homeless and needy be granted comfort and
fortitude. May Allah soon send us days when there are no more disasters or
lovelessness.

1. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-1306555/Our-terrifyingly-crowded-solar-How-asteroids-closing-in.html

Adnan Oktar's piece on Arab News & Urdu Times:

http://www.arabnews.com/columns/news/740831

Humanity in the face of adversity

By
A cardury Of S0 000, Our works
weat vy CEffigeant froen whot i
today. Moy Mechnologios that
Wi khcw ooy weel PO
fiiant. The fadd of cence
W in s indomcy, The rmeons 10

Horun Yahya

foreCosd naleal |DRenNomend
Of Saly-waming Syshams wens
wvany imifed or wera simply not
fham. In fhe wolke of o nodunol
discster, rehadliation of e
disaster zones would
sometimes take years.
Howeved, most imporant hing
'O ememDer i that noduol
Oisoshons wael nof 08 oquent
0s todoy ond olso diftgred
greatly n thedr  mognitude.
Volcanoas erupled around
ance avery 300 veans.
SOrINGUckes Sack Srsa aneny
100 yeors and e words T
glant tsunarml wane seldom i
aver heard.
0 would nol BE waong 1o sy
that the workd todoy has
chongesd in many woys wilhinoa
span of 100 wvears.
Humondtoran togedes ond
disosters follow hord on one
anoihers hoels. To make o
comparison, occonding o US
Geciogical Sursay epodts. he
number of eorhouokes wih o
mogrtuceof 5,000 mooe in fhe
past 400 Yoors of S0 Dabwien
1554 and 1975 was 100, Yl in
199% alona, 20,983
eathguckes, great and smal,
o ¢ ¢ uFor & o

The figunas for eorhquakes in
e last 30-40 yeors in lerms of
me thousands o yaars of

=

astonishing. Earmhquakes
regstedng 7.8 on e [chier
scole in Ching in 1974, 4.9 in
Armranda i 1988, 7.7 In Kobe
Jopan in 1995, 7.4 in Tuney in
1999, 7.%inindiain 2001, 6.7 in
fnzn i 2003, 9.1 in indonesia in
4004, 7.4 i Poliston in 2005,
B.B im Chila in 2010 90 in
Japanin 2011 and 7.9 in Nepal
In 20015 ose Sormes Of e rmopor
cuakass that horee Stiruck withing
iy shor spoce of fime. Tha
st 30-40 yeors howe S9an
earttoucies, Dut i fsunarmis,
YOCanic enuphons, Aoods and
even land subsidence, a lemn
not known in the past
Strange and unexpected
envants ane foking pioce inoowr
e For example, haie have
Dean mense chongas in tha
eqins mognesc field since
1980, ond ostesoics have
Dagun surounding The Clonet
in an aMazing Mmanndd 7 -ona
shuchy, Brith OStronomad Soolt
Manlay calculated the
nigmbacs of ofedids anund
hir aarthh on an annweal bass
Whilea 8954 odlentids wede
lentified around tha aath in
1980, the mumbes ose o
17,4654 in 1985, 14,538 0 1990
and 23,104 in 1995, By 1999
fhefigura hod reachad 49.009,
folicwing which fhese was Q
nupe  espiosion In muMmbes,
daing %o 118,441 in 2000, The
numbsar of asteeoids in 2003
wis 220,693, while by 2007 the
number hod jumped o
389,325, 44 frmes highes thon
27 yeors proviousy. By 20010,
nod only oid o thick cloud of
ashmoids sumound e earltis
ombil, bt he number of
fpectening asteroids hod olso
ncrecsed  considanabhe  The
Doy Mall descibed this
pewlldenng and alarming
stuation in a heodine rsoding
“Cwr femifyinghy crowded solor
s ¥y s 1 & m 2
Te unherse is mesfiess. The
larmicle dsoslers e unhecse
nas sean hove ncreased by

s Of Sinress in B kot few
decodas Just o5 we sow in tha
Joponese earhquabke of 2011,
tsunanmis foliowing earnguakes
angd  nuckeor explosions  and
fires foliowing tsunamis Now
appecr of “dsosiers  wifin
disasiers.” Not only thol bt
peopks howe obo become
rgstiass ond uneoly Wwithin
memdaivad. and woves of
hofeed hove lod couniries Bo
chil conflichs. Al the wors
cumanily eoding 10 the deathg
of millons in he wodd am chdl
wiws. Beolhs Gghts  ogoinst
teothar; citinan ks citten and
befierver slays his bother In
elglon. The sod losses cousad
by ecrthquakes and naheal
dsasiers ane fongotien Mogsthes
with e numbens o peopia
sgin in domesiic conficts,
Lovvedageness hos  cesinoyed
many peaopleé’s human
sgnsihitios. Tha offection ot
moked Peopkd human hos
bean forgotien. and
nShksssneds ond o lock of
empaltyy hive become the
O, GRS crwclting nesciee
In Ackerty boats ore laft o chown
ol pecple hove become
efugees in thar own lands.
Dones fhal bomb innocent
peopie fiom the cir ore ey
fosgetten, ond the kiling of the
rmocant No onger mokes tha
headiinas at all.
The Mepal earthquake s
anothed of these hogedes. This
tearie: Quoke. the deoh ol
frrn winkcin ks rising by e diory: is
inflicting even groocter
hosdships on e Nepolado
peophs, Muthkess woices st no
firme making thermsakais hsond
In T face of this hogedy: thaa
o Mmose who Dhome he
couniny el for being Hmduw,
shamanist o communist, o
tesmpies for socificing animals.
It & pointiess o oke fhese
choims sedously becouse they
oo ganenaly reflecions of fhe
lovelessness thal paople
horor ingide  hemsahvas. A

loweiless parson s cineadly Iving
rskcka his own hall 50 these is
noithing he loves of il B s hand
for a loveless person o dspicy
Fusmeon offecion in the foce of
Tt r @ g @ d y
Socleties being Hindu,
shomanist or communist i o
FRCEOn IOF LS To oppiooch am
wih grealer educalon and
peeoching. nol fo disponogs
thiarm. MNofueol cisaslers, wors
and hogedes ae in foct
SChal Hirmes widn wie i ho
showe aifecion, fnendships, iove
and assitionce. The affection
and fendhip of Incivicaols,
countries and nations
pricuiory ermange in firmes T
these. Thegse ong: N0 DOMGCOl of
ideclogicol differences af
limas Be Mmess, Honoo, oid
workens from  counfies  wilh
antecty different religicons ond
ideciogies. ncluding Turkan: sat
ot o Mepall The momen Sy
heord cbout the ecrfhouaks.
Such moments ore special
Hmias whan pecpla need cne
onotfir ond ong  anoliners
proyers. These oe rare fimes
whan humanlly con ba
demonsirated In the most
immoculate mannear. This
SOl BT, whan tha wond is
wiocked by disosters and
rermiaieas: in sulfening i cleardy o
paniod whon ol g
lowe, compassion ond forfihude
ong Daing heshad. | should not
D PoCpodten: theat in ths word of
testing i alwoys good pacpie
wiho insiEt on doing good in f
Toca of al dSCumes who wil
profit mo st
Moy Allcih basion HIS ety O
those who hove ded in e
Mepal eorhgquaks Moy he
rured be nocid ond oy
tha hormaless ond needy be
granted comian and fofituds
My Alloin soon send s Dovs
when fhere are no moae
disasters or lovalessnass
The writer b aufhored mone
than 300 Books argiated in 73
languages on poifics, neligion
and sclence. Ha may be
folowed ot GHoun_Yaryo
and  wasw, haunyahy o com

https://www.harunyahya.info/en/articles/humanity-in-the-face-of-adversity



http://www.arabnews.com/columns/news/740831
https://www.harunyahya.info/en/articles/humanity-in-the-face-of-adversity

